7 000 000 000

1. What comes to mind when you hear the word ‘population’?

2. How would you describe the population of your country?

3. How has your country’s population changed over the years?

4. The physicist Stephen Hawking said that if world population continues growing at its current rate, then “by 2600 we would all be standing literally shoulder to shoulder”. Will this happen?

5. Is population growth a concern in your country?

What will the impact of more people be on these things? Complete this table with your partner(s).
	 
	Positive impact
	Negative impact

	The environment
	 
	 

	Travel
	 
	 

	Water
	 
	 

	Food
	 
	 

	Animals
	 
	 

	The future
	 
	 


7 BILLIONth CHILD: What will human #7,000,000,000 have to look forward to in his/her life? Rank these and share your rankings with your partner. Put the biggest thing at the top. 

	peace 

education 

technology 

shopping 
	increased tolerance 

space travel 

more globalization 

better medicine 



1. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article.

	1.
	Set
	a.
	chance

	2
	Analysts
	b.
	worth

	3.
	Coincidence
	c.
	results

	4.
	Forecast
	d.
	stated

	5.
	Cope
	e.
	ready

	6.
	Consequences
	f.
	capacity

	7.
	Grim
	g.
	manage

	8.
	Declared
	h.
	experts

	9.
	Value
	i.
	prediction

	10.
	Ability
	j.
	dark


Population to Hit 7 Billion on Halloween

	The United Nations says the world’s population is set to (1) ____________ seven billion on October 31. Analysts are wondering whether it is a coincidence this milestone (2) ____________ on Halloween. The U.N. Population Fund predicts that some time on Monday, the world will welcome its seven billionth person. They also (3) ____________ that the baby will be born in India. The birth of a newborn baby is usually a (4) ____________ of joy, but this one has got alarm bells ringing with environmentalists. They say the world cannot (5) ____________ with so many mouths to (6) ____________. The population has (7) ____________ in the past two centuries. In the early 1800s, there were just a billion of us; in 1960 that figure had (8) ____________ to three billion. Half a century later, that figure has more than doubled.
	source
trebled
reach
exploded
falls
cope
forecast
feed

	Professor Jeffrey Sachs of Columbia University's Earth Institute told CNN that “the consequences for (9) ____________ could be grim." Other experts also paint a (10) ____________ picture. CNN's Jack Cafferty warned of an "unsustainable" population of 9 billion and stated that "at some (11) ____________ there's not going to be enough stuff for everybody." The New York Times  (12) ____________ that "the Earth is full [and that] we are eating into our future”. John Davis, editor of the Earth First! Journal, went even (13) ____________ by saying we had no (14) ____________ to take so much from the Earth: "Human beings have no more (15) ____________ as species than slugs," he said. Critics say humans have the ability for billions of us to live on our planet in a sustainable (16) ____________.

 
	declared
way
bleak
value
point
humanity
further
right


1. TRUE / FALSE: Are the sentences bellow true (T) or false (F).

	a.
	The world’s seven-billion person is likely to be born on Halloween.
	T / F

	b.
	Analysts say it is no coincidence this baby will be born on Halloween.
	T / F

	c.
	The U.N. says the baby will probably be born in India.
	T / F

	d.
	The world population in 1960 was around 4 billion fewer than today.
	T / F

	e.
	A university professor said the consequences for us are not too bad.
	T / F

	f.
	A CNN spokesman did a painting on the growth in population.
	T / F

	g.
	The New York Times said there’s a lot more space for lots more people.
	T / F

	h.
	An editor likened the human race to slugs.
	T / F


What would happen in the world if there was a population explosion?

Is the population of your cities growing? How is this affecting the countryside?

Do you like looking at population surveys and statistics?

Is your society moving towards an ageing population? Is this a problem?

Is there any population control in your country?

What kind of ethnic and immigrant populations live in your town?

Do you think a diverse population is good for your country?

What is a population crisis?

What factors influence changing population patterns?

What do you think of ‘one child per family’ policies to slow down population growth?

What do you think of the idea of an international population tax?

VIDEO: 

Despite lower fertility rates in developed countries, the world’s population continues to grow, mostly in the planet’s poorest countries.
In less than two years, global population will reach seven billion, according to the Population Reference Bureau, a nonprofit group in Washington DC. 

Carl Haub co-authored its report. He says, “At the moment, the world is adding one billion population every 12 years. And it took us until 1800 -- however many millions of years that humans have been walking the earth -- to reach our first billion.”

In Sub-Saharan Africa, birth rates are high and mortality rates have slowed. 

Campaigns against killers like HIV-AIDs and Malaria are producing results. 

Africa will add one billion people in the next 40 years, according to the report. 

“Women in Niger, at today’s birth rate, would give birth on average to 7.4 children,” Haub said.

Already, 80 percent of the world’s children live in Africa and Asia. 

This large non-productive segment of the population needs services, schools, health centers and eventually jobs.

“To have a large number of youth who have no education or barely literate is not an advantage,” Haub says, “And that I think is one of the biggest challenges facing developing countries.” 

John F. May is a demographer at the World Bank. He says in Africa only 10 of 100 children will finish secondary school. One percent will go to college. “I think the strength of a country is not linked to the number of people,” May says, “but it is linked to the number of educated people.” 

On the other hand, developed nations have lower birth rates. Europe and East Asia have the lowest.

Taiwan has the lowest birth rate in the world, an average of one child per woman. 

Higher education and the migration to cities are factors for lower birth rates, May says. 

China and India both have over one billion people, the largest populations in the world. They will soon switch places.

“Sometime in the 2020s which is not that far off, India will become the largest country in population in the world, surpassing China,” Haub adds.

Food production continues to be a challenge. However Haub says much of the hunger in the world is not because food is lacking but because people are impoverished. “Half of the population of the developing world lives in what the World Bank defines as extreme poverty: less than $2 per day. And that is the group that is growing faster,” Haub said.

Demographers agree that population growth, especially in Africa, will fuel migration to urban areas. As a result, cities could become even more massive, difficult to manage, with large pockets of poverty and slums.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC QUIZ

1. On a planet of seven billion people, who is the most typical human?
a. Javanese Indonesian man, 62

b. Punjabi Indian woman, 34

c. Han Chinese man, 28

d. Zhuang Chinese girl, 10

2. If all seven billion people on Earth stood shoulder-to-shoulder, we would fill _________.
a. São Paulo, Brazil

b. Tokyo, Japan

c. Florida

d. Los Angeles, California

3. Life expectancy in an industrialized nation is about ___ years long.
a. 55

b. 70

c. 80

d. 100

4. How many people have ever lived on Earth?
a. 15 billion

b. 55 billion

c. 108 billion

d. 500 billion

5. What percent of all people who've ever been born are alive now?
a. 0.5%

b. 2.0%

c. 6.4%

d. 15%

6. The most populous country today is China. What will it be in 2050?
a. China

b. India

c. Nigeria

d. Indonesia

7. What percent of the world's population is literate?
a. 5%

b. 16%

c. 38%

d. 82%

8. Do most people today live in urban or rural environments?
a. Urban

b. Rural

9. How do most people make their livelihood?
a. Agriculture

b. Services

c. Industry

10. In 2011, there were _______ births per minute around the world.
a. 38

b. 127

c. 266

