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ACCIDENTS

· What’s the biggest accident you’ve ever had?

· Are you accident prone?

· Do you know what to do or how to treat people in an accident?

· Have you ever had any accident prevention training?

· Do you worry about having accidents?

· Have you ever had any work-related accidents?

· Have you ever received compensation for an accident?

· Have you ever visited the accidents and emergencies department of a hospital?

· What do you think of the expression “he / she was an accident”, meaning his / her parents didn’t plan on having him / her?

· Have you ever run into an old friend by accident?

· What do you think “accidentally on purpose” means?

· What was the last tragic accident you read about?

· Where do you think most accidents happen? 

I wonder how many accidents my had life in I’ve. I’ve had a few serious ones up I’ve in ended where hospital. Traffic accidents are the worst. They’re always painful. I haven’t had too many work-related accidents. I suppose that’s work do because office I and that’s not so dangerous. Most of my accidents are those around the house. count lost I’ve number the of of times I’ve hit my thumb with a hammer. I’m also really good at head my hitting and up standing on something. I’m not as bad as my friend though. He’s a real accident for happen somewhere looking to. Almost every time we meet, he has some story to tell about his latest accident. He’s quite unbelievable. worried very be I’d think I if I were his mother.

· What is the most dangerous thing in your home? How can your home be made less dangerous? 
· Where at home would you put your first aid kit? What would you have in it?
· Why are the following items dangerous? What could someone do to lessen the danger they present? 

· hot pan/pot 

· hot curling iron 

· knife 

· window 

· medicines 

· pool 

· insecticides 

· natural gas 

· balcony 

· toilets 

· staircase 

· stove/oven 

· stool/ladder 

· yard tools 

· fireplace 

· cellar /attic 

· bathtub 

· bad dog 

· tall pieces of furniture 

· swing set / playground 

· very clean glass sliding door 

· electronic equipment 

· cleaning supplies 

· loose carpet on slippery tile floor 

· glass table or sharp edged table 

· hairdryer 

· What do you need to do if...

· you cut your finger preparing food? 

· you fall down and can not move a limb? 

· your child drinks some chemicals?

· the toilet is flooding the bathroom? 

· a pan on the stove is on fire? 

· our child falls off a chair and is bleeding? 

· a neighbor's dog is growling at you?
Listening: 

What is interesting about Steve Pete? 

What did Steve chew when he was a toddler? 

What did the doctor do? 

Why did he visit hospitals frequently when he was a boy? 

What is a cast? 
What is difficult for him? 

	
	ache
noun/verb
Pain that won't go away

I can't sleep because my knees ache in the night.

allergy noun
allergic adj
a body's abnormal reaction to certain foods or environmental substances (eg causes a rash)

Your son is extremely allergic to peanuts.

ambulance
noun
emergency vehicle that rushes people to a hospital

We called the ambulance when Josh stopped breathing.

antibiotics
noun
medication that kills bacteria and cures infections

My throat infection went away after I started the antibiotics.

appointment
noun
a scheduled meeting with a medical professional

I've made you an appointment with a specialist in three week's time.

bacteria
noun
a disease-causing organism

To prevent the spread of bacteria it is important that nurses wash their hands often.

blood pressure
noun
the rate at which blood flows through the body (high/low)

High blood pressure puts you at risk of having a heart attack.

brace
noun
a device that holds injured body parts in place

You will probably always have to wear a brace on your ankle when you jog.

broken
adj
a bone that is divided in two or more pieces as a result of an injury

We thought it was just a sprain, but it turned out his leg was broken.

bruise noun
bruised adj
injured body tissue that is visible underneath the skin

The woman was badly bruised when she came into the emergency room.

cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
noun
restoring a person's breath and circulation

You saved your brother's life by performing CPR.

cast
noun
a hard bandage that is wrapped around a broken bone to keep it in place

My leg was in a cast for graduation.

critical condition
noun
requiring immediate and constant medical attention

You can't see her right now; she's in critical condition.

crutches
noun
objects that people with injured legs or feet use to help them walk

I'd rather hop on one foot than use crutches.

deficiency
noun
a lack of something necessary for one's health

The tests show that you have an iron deficiency.

dehydrated
adj
in need of water

It is easy for the elderly to become dehydrated in this heat.

diagnosis
noun
medical explanation of an illness or condition

The doctor would prefer to share the diagnosis with the patient himself.

disease
noun
a medical disorder that is harmful to a person's health

I understand that this disease runs in your family.

dislocated
adj
when a bone is temporarily separated from its joint

You will have to wear a sling because of your dislocated shoulder.

emergency
noun
a medical problem that needs immediate attention

It is important that children know which number to dial in case of an emergency.

ER (emergency room)
noun
the hospital room used for treating patients with immediate and life-threatening injuries

The child was rushed into the ER after he had a severe allergic reaction to a bee sting.

Fatal
adj
causing death

The doctor made a fatal error when he wrote the wrong prescription.

Fever noun
feverish adj
higher than normal body temperature

He is very feverish, and his temperature is near danger point.

fracture noun
fractured adj
broken or cracked bone

Your wrist is fractured and needs a cast.

Germ
noun
a micro-organism, especially one that causes disease

Flowers are not allowed in the ward to avoid the risk of germs being brought in.

illness noun
ill adj
general term for any condition that makes a person feel sick for a certain period of time

Her illness went away when she started eating better.

immune system
noun
the parts of the body that fight diseases, infections, and viruses

You can't have visitors because your immune system is low.

immunization noun
immunize verb
an injection that protects against a specific disease

Babies are immunized three times in their first year.

infection noun
infected adj
diseased area of the body (viral or bacterial)

The wound should be covered when you swim to prevent it from becoming infected.

inflamed
adj
appearance (red and swollen) of an injured body part

My right ankle was so inflamed it was twice the size of my left one.

injury
noun
damage to the body

Her injuries were minor; just a few cuts and bruises.

intensive care unit (ICU)
noun
section of the hospital where patients get constant attention and doctors rely on specialized equipment

She will remain in the ICU until she can breathe on her own.

Itchy
adj
feeling discomfort on the skin's surface

If you are allergic to this medication your skin will get red and itchy.

IV
noun
a tube that pumps liquids and medication into a patient's body

The toddler was so dehydrated that the doctor decided to get him on an IV.

lab (laboratory)
noun
place where samples of blood/urine etc. are taken for testing

I'll take these samples down to the lab on my way out.

life support
noun
a machine that keeps patients alive by helping them breathe

The woman has severe brain damage and is currently on life support.

life-threatening
adj
when injuries and conditions are extremely serious

The victim was shot in two places but the bullet wounds are not life-threatening.

light-headed
adj
feeling of dizziness and being off-balance, caused by lack of oxygen in the brain

If you are feeling light-headed again, lie down and call me.

newborn
noun
an infant that is less than three months old

You have to support her neck because she is still a newborn.

Numb
adj
no feeling in a certain body part

The needle will make your lower body feel numb.

operation noun
operate on verb
a medical procedure that involves going inside a person's body in an attempt to fix a problem

The operation lasted seven hours, but it was successful.

Pain
noun
strong discomfort in certain areas of the body

We gave your husband some medicine to relieve some of the pain.

pain killer, pain reliever
noun
type of medicine that takes away some or all of the discomfort of an illness or injury

You can take two pain killers every four hours.

patient
noun
a person staying in a hospital or medical facility

The patients in Room 4 are not getting along.

pharmacist
noun
a person who fills a doctor's prescription and gives people advice about medication

Ask the pharmacist if there is a generic brand of this medication.

pharmacy, drugstore
noun
a place where people go to buy medication and other medical supplies

You should be able to buy a bandage at the pharmacy.

physician
noun
doctor

Ask your family physician to refer you to a specialist.

prescription noun
prescribe verb
the correct amount and type of medication needed to cure an illness or relieve symptoms

You will need to visit your doctor to get another prescription.

routine check-up
noun
a doctor's appointment to check a person's general health

I'd like to see you a year from now for a routine check-up.

seizure
noun
sudden violent movements or unconsciousness caused by electrical signal malfunction in the brain

People who suffer from epilepsy are prone to seizures.

side effects
noun
other symptoms that might occur as a result of a certain medication or procedure

One of the side effects of antidepressants is a loss of appetite.

Sore
adj
painful

I have a sore throat and a runny nose.

Spasm
noun
the uncontrollable tightening of a muscle

Ever since I injured my leg I've been having muscle spasms in my upper thigh.

sprain
noun/verb
an injury (less serious than a break) to a joint (ankle, wrist, knee etc)

I sprained my knee playing soccer.

Sting
noun/verb
sharp, temporary pain

It may sting when I insert the needle.

Stress noun
stressed adj
worry that causes muscles to tighten and blood pressure to rise

You need to take some time off work and relieve some of your stress.

swelling noun
swollen adj
ligaments (parts that hold the joints together) growing bigger and rounder after an injury to a joint

I knew my ankle was sprained because it was so swollen.

symptoms
noun
pain or physical changes that occur because of an illness or disease

You have all of the symptoms of a diabetic.

tender
adj
painful when touched or used

The incision was tender after the surgery.

transplant
noun
moving of an organ from one human to another

The heart transplant saved your life.

unconscious
adj
alive, but appearing to be asleep and unaware of the surroundings

I hit my head on the steering wheel and was still unconscious when the ambulance arrived.

Vein
noun
the thin tubes that transport blood around the body and back to the heart

I'm just looking for the best vein in which to insert the needle.

Virus
noun
a dangerous organism that causes the spread of minor and major diseases

The virus is contractable through the exchange of bodily fluids.

vomit
noun/verb
discharge of a person stomach contents through the mouth

The pregnant woman can't stop vomiting.

Ward
noun
a section of a hospital or health facility where patients stay

I should warn you that we're entering the mental health ward.

wheelchair
noun
a chair on wheels used for transporting patients from place to place

If you get in the wheelchair I'll take you down to see the garden.

wound noun
wounded adj
injury to body ("flesh wound" means not deep)

The wounded soldiers are being airlifted to the hospital.

x-ray
noun/verb
a photograph of a person's bones and organs

The technician took x-rays of my shoulder to make sure it wasn't broken.




