中国/中华
Area - 

Total 9,671,018 km² or 3,704,427 sq mi  water – 2.85%

Population -    1,339,724,852 (2010 census)                                   

Density -         139.6/km2 or 363.3/sq mi                            
Discussion 
1. What springs to mind when you hear the country China?

2. How do you feel about China?

3. What do you think China is most famous for?

4. Would you like to go to China?

5. What do you think of products with the “Made in China” label?

6. Do you think China will become the strongest country in the world?

7. Does the power of China make you worried in any way?

8. What do you consider to be China’s biggest problems?

9. Do you think that one day the world will be learning Chinese rather than English?

10. What do you most admire about China?

11. What are relations like between China and the Czech republic?

12. Do you like Chinese food?

13. How is China perceived by the media in your country?

14. What do you know about China’s leaders and politics?

15. What is your image of life in China?

16. What aspects of Chinese culture are there in your country?

17. Do you think China should get more involved in resolving problems in the world’s trouble spots?

18. What can other countries learn from China?

19. What are your views on China and its policies towards Tibet and Taiwan?
20. What do you know about China’s history?                        
Reading 

TEXT A -  Watermelons explode in China as farmers apply too many growth chemicals to their crops Beyond melamine in the powdered milk and plastic in the rice, Chinese farmers have managed to achieve a little more food history with a new chemical monstrosity: Exploding watermelons.

This was accomplished by applying a chemical growth promoter to the melons. A day later, one farmer saw 180 watermelons explode. Other farmers lost up to two-thirds of their watermelon crops as the melons exploded in the field. The growth chemical used on watermelons is also used on grapes and other crops, even in the United States, by the way. It's called forchlorfenuron, and research shows that it is implicated in human cancers and neurological disorders. It's routinely used on melons and other crops grown in China.
China is best known around the world for using any chemical whatsoever -- no matter how toxic -- to make an extra dollar. In China, clever hucksters will use black dye to paint regular sesame seeds so they look like black sesame seeds which bring a premium price. When harvesting rare fish that fetch a high price per pound, Chinese fishermen have been known to inject the fish with mercury to increase their weight.

Without any belief in religion, karma or a spiritual existence after death, Chinese farmers have no philosophical foundation from which to respect life. This is why China is poisoning itself in a sea of toxic chemicals. This is why Chinese powdered milk producers will poison their own neighbors by putting melamine in the mix. This is also why China will soon give rise to a generation of mutants suffering from widespread infertility and physical deformities.

That watermelons are exploding in the fields there is no surprise. The real surprise is that Chinese couples are still able to have babies at all. Give it another generation and that may no longer be the case

TEXT B - Over half of China's water polluted beyond drinkability 
More than half the water in China is so polluted as to be undrinkable, and nearly a quarter is so toxic that it is unsafe for even industrial use, according to the latest survey by the country's Ministry of Environmental Protection.

The ministry divides water safety into six categories, the first three of which are safe for drinking and bathing. Samples taken from all of China's major rivers and lakes in the first half of 2010 show that the percentage of water in categories I-III increased to 49.3 percent from 48 percent in 2009. Another 26.4 percent of China's water is considered safe for agricultural and industrial uses (categories IV and V). The remaining 24.3 percent falls into category VI, unsafe for any use.

The ministry of environment reports that the 102 environmental accidents in the first half of 2010 mark a 98 percent increase over 2009, which had a total of 172 accidents in the entire year. Air pollution has worsened as well.

Although China's pollution problem has become infamous worldwide, many analysts note that this pollution is a direct consequence of China's industrial development, largely to produce items for consumption in wealthier countries.

"The level of pollution, along with the use of genetically modified organisms and of agricultural practices so harmful that they are banned in every other part of the world, show an aspect of Chinese development that few seem to take into consideration -- the same problems that we used to have in the West, except that in China they are happening now and far more quickly," writes Carlo Petrini in his book Slow Food Nation.
TEXT C - Chinese companies mass producing fake rice out of plastic                                                                          The Chinese food contamination freak show is back in full swing with new reports out of Singapore indicating that certain Chinese companies are now mass producing and selling fake rice to unwitting villagers. According to a report in the Korean-language Weekly Hong Kong, the manufacturers are blending potatoes, sweet potatoes, and plastic industrial resin to produce the imitation rice.

A report in Very Vietnam states that an official from the Chinese Restaurant Association has announced that eating three bowls of this fake rice is the equivalent of eating an entire plastic bag. Consuming such plastic material is obviously a serious health hazard, and officials are allegedly gearing up to conduct an investigation into the factories accused of producing the phony rice.

"Fake stimulus, fake money printing, fake GDP growth, fake goods and services being produced, is ... forcing us to consume fake food because we can't afford real food, because we have no real growth, we have no real economy, we have no real industry, we only have fake stuff," complained talk show co-host Stacy Herbert from Russia Today. "So it makes sense that we're only eating fake food."


Quiz 

1. What is the name of the continent where China is located? 

2. What is the name of the very long and massive object that was built in China thousands of years ago? 

3. What did Chinese invent to write and draw upon? 

4. What is the name of a type of starchy food that the Chinese invented?It is now eaten all over the world. 
5. What is the name of the eating utensils commonly used in China? 

6. What is the name of a cooking pot commonly used in China? 

7. What is a plant that grows in China and is eaten by pandas? 

8. What  is the name of well-made pottery that is named after the country where it was invented?


