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“Sure I'd like to have everything but
where would I put it2”



CONSUMER SOCIETY

Write definitions: 

Consumerism – 

Globalization – 

Advertisement – 

Product placement – 

Fair trade – 

QUOTATION by Gandhi: 

Consumer society By Julie Bray

If we only bought things we needed, there would be enough for everybody. What do we

need? What you need depends on how old you are and your way of life. 
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If we don’t need to buy so much, we don’t need to work so much. We can take part-time jobs or reduce our 
working day from 8 hours to 6 hours. Some people are leaving very well paid jobs to live a healthier life in the countryside or a more exciting life abroad. This is called ‘downshifting’. Parents can spend more time with their children and the unemployed are given more opportunities to work. If we start to respect saving the earth more than spending money, we will become ‘conservers’. When we are conservers, we try to choose environmentally-friendly products which are durable and last a long time. We may find growing our own vegetables or making our own clothes more rewarding than buying them.

What was the best thing you bought last week?

Could you choose from lots of different types? We like having a choice of what to buy. People who buy things are called consumers. Consumers have choices. We usually choose the colour, taste, smell or size of what we buy, but there are other choices we can  make. The following questions will help you to consider these choices.

Where was it made? dictation
Who made it?

Do you know? If a friend made it, you probably like it more and you will want to keep it for a long time. If it was made by somebody who enjoyed making it, the quality and the design are probably better. Or does it look like it might have been assembled in a large factory? There are children in Asia who make Santa Claus dolls for European children to play with. The children who make the toys don’t celebrate Christmas because they are not Christian; they think of the dolls as work. Would it be better if the children in Europe made their own Christmas dolls?

What is it made from?

One of the places where we want to buy expensive luxuries is at the airport’s duty-free shop. Next to the chocolate and cigarettes, there are beautifully-shaped bottles and compact boxes full of perfumes and creams which promise to make you look and feel more beautiful. If you look at the ingredients you will find that the perfumes are mainly alcohol and the creams are mainly made of petroleum! Almost all products are sold in packaging. Some products have too much packaging, creating more rubbish and using up resources. Some use recycled packaging, which is better for the environment. 

Next time you go shopping, think about what you really need to buy. Don’t deprive yourself of things you like, but decide what you should buy before you go out, so that you won’t be influenced by advertisements or promotions. If it is more expensive to buy goods which don’t have much packaging and things which are more durable, buy less. If you can choose to work less, decide which things you would like to make, do or grow yourself. Even though you have less money, your life will become richer!

Questions: 

What is downshifting? Would you do that? 

How would you define a conserver? Are you one? 

What criterion is /criteria are important when you buy things?
Is the country of origin important?  

Why are some products much cheaper than others? Does it bother you? 

According to the article, what should we do if we don’t use something very often? 

Imagine a pair of trainers costs €100. How much of that money do you think the person who made the shoes gets? Have a look at the information below and look at the figures. Try and guess how much of the cost of a pair of brand name trainers goes to each part of the process. Then check with your teacher.

· Material –

· Production costs -

· Labour cost of the worker (paying the person who makes the shoe) –

· Profit subcontractor –

· Transport and tax –

· Labour cost of the retailer (paying the person who sells the shoe) –

· Publicity for the retailer –

· Rent of the retailer –

· Profit for the brand name –

· Research –

· Publicity for the brand name –

	· VAT - 

€18 €17 €13 €12 €11 €8.50 €8 €5 €3 €2.50 €1.50 €0.50


Are you surprised by the information? 

Do you think it will change in the future? 

What’s your consumer style?

Choose the answers that best reflect how you feel about shopping. Discuss the answers with your partner. 

Answer these questions to discover your strengths and weaknesses and learn how you can use to your advantage.

1. When you go to a shopping centre which shop do you visit most, a) the supermarket b) the music/hifi/books store c) the boutique d) the health store?

2. Do you go shopping a) out of necessity, b) with purpose, c) for fun d) healthily?

3. Which are the categories of goods that you buy more often – a) convenience food b) DVD’s c) gifts and accessories d) natural items ?

4. If your purpose is to buy clothes, what influences your choice a) cost b) individual style c) Friends & fashion d) natural fibres?

5. Do you try to find out how the clothes or other goods you buy are produced? a) sometimes b) often c) occasionally d) always ?

6. Do you a) buy according to convenience b) buy for choice, c) fashion or d) buy for idealism?

7. Are you interested in sending a message about yourself through the good you choose? Do you dress a) for practicalities b) a) for individual image c) for fashion d) for message ?

Video: Consuming Kids
