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Edgar Allan Poe, 3 gloomy writer

You will know Edgar Allan Poe
(1809*1849) for his poem The Raven, or as
the author of scary stories and inventor of
the detective story genre (= type). He liked
to write about dark themes, like the death
of a beautiful young girl or being buried
alive. Creepy?!

So how did Poe get the inspiration to
write such dark and frightening stuff? Easily.
Unfortunately, Poe’s life was almost as dark
as his writing. Read below to find out for
yourselves. Some of the information is missing,
so take a guess which option completes
the sentences to get Poe’s bio right.

Edgar Allan Poe was born in 1809 in

1 - When he was one year
old, his father left the family, and a year
later his mother died of tuberculosis?, Poe
was sent to live with a foster+ family named
Allan in Richmond, Virginia. It was from
this family that Poe took his middle name,
The Allan family was 2 5o Poe
spent his childhood living the easy life in
England and Scotland, as well as America.
When Poe was 17, Mr Allan sent him to

the 3 of Virginia.

Atuniversity it seemed the only thing Poe
learned to do was 4 -He
quickly got into debt?, and before the year
was over the university asked young Poe
to leave. Could Poe g0 back to Richmond?
No, he went to Boston and did what many
poor young men have done — he joined
the 5 3

Surprisingly, the “rebel” Poe was
successful. He was making enough money
and getting three meals a day. After just two
years he reached such a high rank that even
Mr Allan was happy. Mr Allan was so pleased
that he gave Poe 6 , for the last
time, to study at West Point, the US military
academy. Poe lasted (= stayed) just one year
before he was kicked outs. Universities and
Poe just didn’t get along.
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Complete Poe’s bio by choosing the correct
answer from the following options.
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As could

A in the kitchen
A rich
A Museum

A drink and
gamble?

A party

A advice

A relative

A stupid

A IT specialist
A late

A married

A hated

A The Raven

A fridge

A circus

angry, so Poe set off (=
where he lived with a 7

Baltimore he announced his plans to be
writer. Back in those days only
€ wrote novels and poems, and
inly didn’t count on (= depend
g much money from it. But Poe
decided to be one of the first professional

a full time”
rich peop.
they certa
on) makin

writers in America.

People
and poems

he spent a

“The Manuscri;
he finally got a job as an 9

for a literary magazine. But he lost it
because he was constantly (= all the time)

10

Itwas at this time that Poe 11

Virginia, a beautiful young woman. Actually,
‘girl’ is a more appropriate (= suitable) word
because she was only 13 years old! Moreover
(= whatis more), she was his first cousin!
The fact that Mrs Poe was 13 was not as

oved his 8

R e worke

)e’eXpeCted, Mr Allan became very

but he never had enough money
tolive on. It certainly didn’t help him that
ot on alcohol. When Poe won
acontest (= competition) for his story

pt Found in a Bottle” in 1835,

-~
:

B Boston

B from Mars

B University

B sleep and study

B army

B money
B tiger

B spooky?°
B editor

B drunk

B killed

B loved

B Hello Kitty Meets
The Werewolf:

B street
B hospital

went) to Baltimore,
In

stories shocking then as it seems today. Many young
girls were married off® to older men, and
1o one seemed to think it was strange that

a 26-year-old man should marry a 13-year-old
girl. And surprisingly, the marriage was :
ahappy one and the couple 12

each other very much. Poe even managed to
get his job back by Ppromising his boss never

to drink at work again, Things were finally
going well for Poe. But not for long.

Bad luck returned to Poe in 1842 when
Virginia was diagnosed with tuberculosis.
He began drinking more and more and his
behavior was very erratic (= unpredictable).
During Virginia’s illness Poe wrote some

of his greatest works. He wrote his two
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6 Listen to the edited and simp
version of Poe's story The Tell-Tale

Heart. The term tell-tale comes from
the words to tell (say) and tale (story). So
we know from the title that the heart has
a story to tell.

In the story Poe presents two
aracters, an old man and the narrator.
0e never explains what relationship
e two men have. Some say they could
e father and son, others believe master
nd servant, and some even landlord and
enant®. All we know is that they share
e same house.

More importantly, what does
e narrator plan to do?

o0

0 oot
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*someone who rents a place to live

¥ COMPETITION

Annabel Lee

Annabel Lee, the last complete poem by
Poe, is about the love the narrator feels
for a girl and she for him: and this maiden
she lived with no other thought, than

to love and be loved by me. As Poe said
that the death of a beautiful woman is
“the most poetic topic in the world”, you
can expect that Annabel Lee dies and is
taken from the narrator. So far it is similar
to another poem — The Raven. Look at
the verses below that will help you find
the difference between these two poems.

most famous poems, 13 and to walk or tell anyone what had happened.
Annabel Lee, both with the theme of a dead To make it even more m jous, Poe w Decide which is correct, A or B?
young woman. When Virginia died in 1847, wearing clothes that were clearly not his. He Unlike The Raven, the narrator in Annabel
Poe never recovered. He was always drunk was taken to the 15 where Lee says he
and mentally unstable. he died four days later. The only thing Poe lel‘l 'l::‘,r:t:ieted
mentioned was the name ‘Reynolds’. Who was with his love.
The last mystery Reynolds? To this day no one knows. We don’t
But Poe had one last dark myste; rus a even know the cause of his death. It is the kind Nor the demons down under the sea,
his death. On October 3, 1849 he of ery that Poe would have enjoyed. Can ever dissever (= take away /
lying in the 14 Patrick Phillips (USA) separate) my soul from the soul
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee

... And neither the angels in heaven above,
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Help: the first one is D.

A There were three 1 who came to see
if everything was all right. They said a neighbor heard

a scream.

| pulled the 2 | was sitting on across
the floor to cover the noise, but the sound continued
to grow louder and louder. Was it possible that they

[oje}

did not hear anything? | must scream or die! | finally
cried out “I admit it, | killed him! See, look under
the floor!”

he heart beat on and then it
was dead. His eye

C For many minutes
stopped. The 3
would trouble me no more.

D I didn't have anything against the old man. | think it
must have been his 4 I Slowly | was
beginning to make up my mind to take the life of the old
man so that | wouldn't have to see the eye anymore.

m

| told them it was me who had screamed — a bad
dream. The old man? He left for the country. | was
confident and asked them to have a rest and we all
sat down. They smiled and started to chat about
normal things.

-

| knew he had been lying awake since the first small
noise. His fears had been growing inside him. | tried

G

H

to see his vulture eye. It was open — wide, wide open.
And then | noticed one other thing. | heard a low,
quick sound. It was the beating of the old man’s

5 !

was quiet but a neighbor could possibly hear

he beating heart! The old man’s hour had come!
screamed, jumped into the room and took the old
man from the 6 . I'then put it on
op of him.

Every night about midnight | went to see him. But
he eye was always closed so | couldn’t do the job.
Then on the eighth night he must have heard me,
because he suddenly cried out — "Who's there?”

But | started to feel strange and | wished they
would leave. My head ached, and | heard a ringing
inmy 7 . But then I realized that
he noise was not in my ears. The noise increased.
Why aren’t the policemen leaving?

was wise enough to hide the body. I cut off

he head, the arms and the legs, and hid them all
under the floor in the room. When | finished it was
our o'clock — still dark. At that point there was

a knocking on the front 8
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The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe (o Track 16, Bridge pp. 12-13)

% The first task helps students to understand

Once the students are more familiar with the recorded text by completing

vulture - sup; film - povlak, vrstva; shine a single thin ray towards - si posvitil jedinym tenkym
paprskem smérem; to convince - piesvédit

" the recording by learning the more difficult words. the first task, they can try to put the story’s main parts in the correct
The teacher can discuss with students what they think order in the third task and fully enjoy the whole recording to check their
the story is about and what the narrator plans to do. answers. They'll know what the narrator planned to do. The answer is at
The teacher can remind students that in the story Poe the beginning of the story, Slowly | was beginning to make up my mind
presents two characters, an old man and the narrator. to take the life of the old man so that | wouldn't have to see the eye
Poe never explained what relationship the two men anymore. ... | was wise and cautious about the whole thing. | was very kind
had. All we know is that they shared the same house. to the old man for the whole week before I killed him.
%
1
I. Look at the explanations of words 1 The disease my senses — not destroyed them. |
taken from Poe’s story The Tell-Tale . . !
Heart and use them to complete 2 You see, one of his eyes looked Ilke.the eye of a vglture - :
the sentences that appear in the tale. a___ blueeye with a film over it. |
. 1
A acute hearing — ability to hear very 3 Whenever it looked my way :
well was wise and about the whole thing. I
i 1
B boards — pieces of wood that make 5 And then, when | could see the old man, I opened !
1
up the floor he carefully to shine a single thin ray towards |
C cautious — careful he eye. "
D corpse — dead body 6 at this, and maybe he heard me. H
E chuckled - laughed quietly 7 After some time | heard a small ,and | knew it :
: | !
F gasped for breath — tried hard to was the sound of mortal terror! !
breathe 8 He had been trying to comfort himself that it was just a mouse or i
G groan — 2 low sound a person he wind in the chimney — but all .
makes when unhappy or in pain 9 Thanks to my I heard a low, quick sound. ;
H had sharpened - had improved 10 Then | put the back on the floor so cleverly that
I hideous — ugly no human eye — even his — could see that anything was wrong. .
- . )
J lantern — oil-burning lamp 11 There were no blood either, no no, | was too :
careful. |
K manners — how we behave . !
. 12 | even put my chair over the spot where the was |
L my blood ran cold - it frightened hidden. ;
me 1
) ] 13 The officers were satisfied and my calm convinced !
M pale — light colored; when one’s them :
skin looks as if it was without : i
colour, like white skin 14 Itwasalow, quicksound =1 —andyet 1
< . 1
N invain = withouit success the policemen heard nothing. !
: ’ : /
O stains — marks, spots 15 It is the beating of his heart! !
1
1
1
1




