FRIENDS

“What is a friend? A single soul dwelling in two bodies.”  Aristotle
Vocabulary: 
· friend / pal / buddy 

· keypal / penfriend 

· acquaintance 

· roommate /classmate 

· colleague 

· boyfriend 

· co-worker 

· hang out with
· get to know

· support

· let sb down/ betray

· count on sb/rely on sb

· keep in touch/lose touch

· share secrets

· have a lot in common 

Discuss your opinions about the following quotes about friends and friendship:

1) “A friend is someone who knows all about you and still loves you.”

2) “The truth is, everyone is going to hurt you. You’ve just got to find the ones worth suffering for.”

3) “Anybody can sympathise with the sufferings of a friend, but it requires a very fine nature to sympathise with a friend’s success.”

4) “Your friends will know you better in the first minute you meet than your acquaintances will know you in a thousand years.”

5) “Cutting people out of your life is easy, keeping them in is hard.”

6) “Friendship is as delicate as glass, once broken it can be fixed but there will always be cracks.”

7) “Friendship is always a sweet responsibility, never an opportunity.”

8) “Friends are the family you choose.”

9) “Be slow in choosing a friend, slower in changing.”

What do you think of the following statements?
· Friends are like my family. 

· It is easy to make friends for me. 

· The more friends you have, the better person you are. 

· Everybody has a friend. 

· You can’t lose a true friend. 

· Your friend should know everything about you. 

· Men and women can be friends. 

Rent-a-friend agencies growing in Japan
There are many new ways of making friends in today’s world. The best known of these is meeting new pals online. The Japanese are doing things a little differently. There is a growth in rent-a-friend agencies. The only catch is that the friends you meet will not become your true friends. You simply rent one when you need one for a specific occasion. The friends for rent are professional fakers.They will pretend to be anyone you want them to be. They serve a very useful purpose in Japan, where it’s very important to keep up social appearances. If you do not have a best man for your wedding or you need a rich aunt to seal a business deal, rent-a-friend agencies will provide you with the perfect impersonator.
Britain’s Guardian newspaper reports on Ryuichi Ichinokawa, the owner of the “I want to cheer you up” agency. He has been the best man at weddings, making jokes about happy couples he did not know, and has acted as the uncle of students at school sports days. The Guardian says: “He dutifully cheered them on, recorded their efforts on his handheld video camera and joined in the adult-and-child races.” Ichinokawa charges just over $150 as a rental charge, but says there are extra fees for singing at a karaoke party or making a speech at a wedding. Ryuichi says he plans everything in  detail so he doesn’t embarrass his client. He boasts: "In three and a half years I've never once been caught out."

1. TRUE / FALSE: 

· a.Most Japanese people rent their friends.




T / F

· b.Friends from rent-a-friend agencies usually become lifelong friends.

T / F

· c.The friends you rent will pretend to be anyone you ask them to be.

T / F

· d.People rent friends in Japan to maintain their public image.


T / F

· e.The owner of a friend-rental agency often knows the bride at weddings.
T / F

· f.The owner cheered for children he never knew at a school sports day.

T / F

· g.You have to pay extra for your rented friend to sing or make a speech.
T / F

· h.The agency owner said he was found out as a fake just three times.

T / F
1. What do you think of the rent-a-friend idea?

2. Do you think the Japanese do things differently?

3. Can you think of a time when you needed a fake friend?

4. Would find-a-friend agencies work in your country?

5. Would you like to work as a rental friend?

6. Do you think rent-a-friend agencies will start in other countries?

7. Do you think you would notice if a major wedding guest was a fake?

8. Do you think Ryuichi Ichinokawa enjoys his job?

9. Do you think $150 is a reasonable charge to rent a friend?

10. Is there anything illegal about this rent-a-friend idea?

Bruno Mars – Count on me

Verse: If you ever find yourself _______ in the middle of the sea,
I'll sail the world to _______you
If you ever find yourself lost in the dark and you can't _______,
I'll be the light to ________ you
Find out what we're made of
What we are _________ to help our friends in ________

Chorus: You ______ count on me like one,two,three
I'll be there
And I ________ when I need it 
I _______ count on you like four,three,two
And you'll be there
​​​​___________ that's what friends are supposed to ______,  oh yeah

Verse: If you tossin' and you turnin' and you just can't fall ________
I'll sing a song ______ you
And if you ever _______ how much you really mean to me
Everyday I will ________ you 
Find out what we're made of
What we are_________ to help our friends in _________

Chorus: 


Bridge: You'll always have my ____________ when you cry
I'll never let _______
Never say __________
You know 

Chorus: 

