PINK HELLO KITTY CHRISTMAS TREE

How do you like it? 
What is wrong with it?  
Would you like to have it at home or at work? 
Did you have a Christmas tree at your workplace? 
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Why is Ms Gordon so upset? 
What does the sentence “It just sucks the joy out of everything” mean? 
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How do you think the Congressman find out about the problem? 
What is his opinion? 
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A teacher at a school in the USA has been allowed to keep her pink Hello Kitty Christmas tree in her classroom. The teacher, Catherine Gordon, was ordered by the school principal Paul Butler to remove it from her classroom. Mr Butler decided it was an "inappropriate" Christmas decoration. He explained to ABC News that the tree did not fit with the way the school celebrated the different religious events happening at this time of the year. He said: "A concern was shared with me regarding an inconsistency with our balanced approach to holiday observances." 
Ms Gordon said she didn’t think her tree was offensive. She said it had no religious symbols such as crosses or angels on it. Her story went viral on Facebook. Ms Gordon wrote that she thought society was becoming too worried about upsetting people. She said she thought her experience with her tree was "definitely a turning point in our society when everything offends everyone all the time". She added that: "It just sucks the joy out of everything." She told a newspaper that: "It just seems that in our quest to be tolerant of everything, we've become intolerant to everything."
Do you agree that it is a turning point in our society? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Are we becoming intolerant to everything too? 
Can you see similar tendencies to be politically and religiously correct in Europe or even in the Czech republic?
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And what do you think about this Christmas tree? 
Does your Christmas tree look similar? 
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1:am very sad. . After 30 years of decorating my classroom for the holidays, | was told today by the building principal that |
could no longer put up my lite pink tree and to take it down. The tree had no religious symbols on it whatsoever. No crosses or
angels - just pink Hello Kitties and my students really enjoyed it and it cheered me up during the day. When | first started
teaching, we had parties the last day of school before vacation and the kids would bring in cookies and we played holiday
music - none of that is allowed now. | feel that this is definitely a turning point in our society - when everything offends everyone
all the time - t just sucks the joy out of everything.

139 Likes - 248 s - 1,409 Shares





image2.png
‘Government Offcial - 4,088 Likes - December 22, 2015 at 12:28am - @

. Congressman Bruce Poliquin I Like Page |+

Displaying a Christmas Tree is a longstanding tradition in our country. It should not be condemned, especially in our
classrooms.

We should be able to wish our fellow citizens Merry Christmas. We should be able to wish people Happy Hanukkah o to offer
anoliday greeting. Eliminating safe decorations from classrooms, something we all grew up with, is going too far.
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The tree is back up! My students were as happy as | was. When | walked
nto first period, they all gave a loud round of applause and throughout the
day cards and litle gifts appeared on my desk and in my mailbox from
students and parents alike. | was touched and greatly appreciated the
support. The administration was in a difficult position and | applaud Paul
Butler for his wilingness to revisit the issue after a wonderful conversation
yesterday. I'm glad that it has opened a meaningful dialogue in my school
community, as well as, around the state and nation. | have to add, 'm
honestly glad vacation has begun! Lol @&
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