
Housing
1) Vocabulary
Some people buy a flat or a house (= they own it/it belongs to them). When they do not have enough money, they may borrow money from a bank. This money is called mortgage and it is paid back over several years. Other people rent a house or flat and they pay money to the person who owns the house/flat (= the rent paid to the landlord). 
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Adjectives
dark x light
noisy x quiet 
spacious/roomy x cramped

leaky 
huge/enormous x tiny/ very small
draughty 
tidy x messy
airy 
cosy



Verbs
to maintain
to estimate
to mend = to fix
to take out a mortgage 


to move in(to) x move out (of)
to rebuild
to rent out
to furnish



to decorate
to refurbish = to renovate
to do up = decorate and repair



Nouns

attic
banister
basement
bathtub
bricklayer
shutter
fireplace
pelmet
condo(minium)
caretaker/janitor
faucet/tap
lighting rod 
house-warming party
flatlet
wonderful view of .. 
plumber
log cabin





2)  Match the sentences:
1. I live in the country.			a) It has 20,000 inhabitants.
2. I live in the city centre.		b) It’s very small, only with 800 inhabitants. 
3. I live in the suburbs.			c) There are a lot of houses but no offices or big shops.	
4. I live in the village.			d) It’s right in the middle of the city.
5. I live in a small town.			e) It’s the area outside the central part of town.
6. I live in a residential area.		f) It’s the historic part of a town. 
7.  I live in the (financial) district. 	g) There are two floors below me.
8. I live on the second floor. 		h) There are fields and trees around me.
9. I live in the old town. 		i) It’s an area where e.g. all the banks, theatres etc. are. 

3) Match the words with numbers:
[image: ]
front garden
fence
detached house
terraced house
roof
gate
garage
front door
path
semi-detached house
front door bell
drive 









4) Reading - Homework
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5) Homework – complete the missing words
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6) Reading
Look at the following advertisements and match them to the people they are best suited for:
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4 Complete the paragraphs on the
right choosing some of the following
comments.

It was very cramped
It is nice and cosy.

It was so spacious you could get
lost in it

It had a kitchen corner.

I'had to share the bathroom with the
other tenants

There was a large swimming pool
and hot tub in the back

The commute to work was too long.

The couches folded down into a
double bed

The living room doubled as my
office, so it was rather messy.

It was in a bad part of town.

The walls were so thin you could
hear everything your neighbours
said.

It was right up the street from the
university.
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THESE ARE THE FLATS
OF OUR LIVES

When 1 was at university, I hardly had any money at all. I couldn’t get
aroom in the halls of residence, so I had to live in a bedsitter. There
were some nice things about it. For example, ...

But it also had its disadvantages.

®scscc0s00s0s0scse

When I graduated from university. I found a job as an accountant and
started (o earn decent money. My girlfriend and I moved into a flat ir
a housing estate. It was much nicer than my previous place.

But it still wasn’t perfect. My girlfriend eventually broke up with me
and moved out because she said...

My career went ahead very well, and soon I was a rich stockbroker.
I got married, and when my wife became pregnant we decided to buy
a house in the suburbs. It was very expensive and luxurious. ...

Having such a large place, however, presented some problems. For
instance, ...

‘When I retired, we decided that we needed a change of pace, so we
bought a nice mobile home, with a piece of land in the country where
we could park it when we weren't travelling. It was perfect for our
lifestyle.

sescssssescsse

Now I'm dead and I rest in a pine box. apparently.
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in the roof:

top of the stairs:

as you come in:

where the washing
machine is:

a big cupboard for
food:
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Joe
is a computer programmer.
works in the centre of the town.
has a car.
wants to live alone.
needs room for an office at home,
hates traffic.

Jamie
is a college student.

has a small scholarship and is
looking for a part-time job.

likes going to the pub at night.
has a bike: “who needs a car?”

is new in town and doesn’t know
anyone.

is living away from her parents for
the first time.
Charlie and Edith
are a retired couple.
are on a tight budget.
have trouble sleeping at night.
are too old to drive.
love walking in the country.
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hady Meadows Realty is
and 3-bedroom
flats at extremely economical rates.
twated in the secluded Bristley
these apartments are just
a five-minute walk from the
Artswood National Forest, as well as
being close o the central shopping
district, the local school, and
connections to public transport. Call
TODAY!
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FLAT in good neighbourhood
Close 10 downtown and  the|
university district. The apartment has,
a fireplace, hardwood floors. and a
beautiful view. NO PETS S1800.

ity 0

ROOM FOR RENT: o
4-bedroom, 2 172 bath house with
garden. porch, and washing,
machine. Close to downtown and,
university. Must be responsible.
friendly. and NON-SMOKER! P
OK.$325 + utilitie:

2 women and 1 cat, all of us students|
(except the cat).
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