 




LANGUAGES
Listening: Where would we be ______ language? We’d all be in our own ______ and we’d never really have a _____. Can you imagine never _____ to anyone? Of course if there was no language, we ______ be able to use ____ language or sign language. The fact that we do have languages means we have ____ to the moon and built things like the Internet – which also needs a special ______ language to work properly. I think language is ______. It means we can tell ______anything. I often think it’s a _____ there are so many languages in the world. If there was only one language, we could all _______ better. Perhaps that way, we’d all understand one another better. ______ would the world language be? At the moment, _______.

Conversation:How many languages do you speak fluently? 
Does your language have words adopted from English? Do you know any words from other languages? 
Is there a lot of bad / foul language in your mother tongue?

Is English important for an individual in your country? 
What language do you like speaking in? What language do you least like speaking in? 
What's your favorite language? What's your least favorite language? 
What's the best way to learn a language?

At what age did you begin studying a second language? Do think age affects a person's ability to learn a new language?

Do you wish your country had another language instead of the present one? 
Do you have pen-friend or a friend whose mother tongue is not Czech? If yes, what languages do they speak? 
What would you do if you had to travel to a country where its people don't know how to speak neither your language nor English? 
Do you think it's ever possible to speak a language like a native?
What languages are spoken the most throughout the world? 
Which do you think is the most difficult language? 
Do you know anyone who is monolingual? Do you know anyone who is multilingual? 
Would you like to raise multilingual children? 
Why is English used in so many places?
What kinds of judgements do you make about people based on their accent or dialect? What does accent or dialect tell you about someone's education, background, or income? 
Do you like to listen to music in other languages? Do you make an effort to understand the words?

Do you enjoy studying grammar? What grammar question have you had lately? 
When you study a language, do you like to study reading, writing, speaking or listening? 
Have you ever had an emotional discussion in a language that you don't speak well?
If you study a foreign language, do you use a dictionary written in the language you are studying? 
What techniques do you use to remember vocabulary? 
How often to you read in another language? What kinds of things do you read

When you are getting an important message for the first time, are you more comfortable hearing it, or reading it? 
When you produce language, are you more comfortable writing it, or saying it? 
Do you think body language is universal?
Would you like to learn sign language?
Reading: circle the correct word

September the 26th is the European Day of Languages. The Council of Europe and the European Union (EU) creative / created the day on the 6th of December 2001. Its main aim is to encourage language learning cross / across Europe. Other objectives are to alert / alarm the public to the wide range / ranging of languages to increase multilingualism and intercultural understanding, and to promotion / promote the rich linguistic and cultural diversity of Europe. All Europeans are encouraged to take up / down a new language. The founders of this day also hope those responsible for providing access to language learning are encouraging / encouraged to make it easier for people to learn languages. There is an emphasis on / in learning a language other than English.

There are about 225 languages native at / to Europe. This is about three per cent of the world's total. With an increase in emigrated / immigration to Europe, the continent has become more multilingual. The EU says over 300 languages are speaking / spoken in London. According to an EU survey 56% of EU citizens speak a second language. However, 44% only know / known their mother tongue. English is the most widely / deeply spoken second language, with 38% of Europeans speaking it. This is many / much higher than that for French or German. Around 14% of Europeans say they have masters / mastered one of these languages. The EU spends more than thirty million euros a year promotion / promoting language learning and linguistic diversity.

