LAW AND ORDER 

the letter of the law

in the name of the law

observe/obey the law

break the law

it is against the law

lawsuit

law of gravity

Murphy’s law

MAN SUES NEW YORK CITY

What do you think when you read the headline? 

Listen to the text and answer the questions: 

	1.
	What phrase means to get a big salary?

	2.
	How old is the man who is suing New York?

	3.
	How many zeros are there in one undecillion?

	4.
	Who else besides astrophysicists might use the word undecillion?

	5.
	How big is two undecillion dollars compared to the world's money?

	6.
	What newspaper is mentioned that reported about this story?

	7.
	How many hospitals is the man suing?

	8.
	What kind of distress is the man suing for?

	9.
	What bit the man?

	10.
	What does the man think of the coffee at LaGuardia Airport?


Reading: 

The text will be available in the lesson. 

	Conversation: 

What do you think of people suing each other?

	Have you ever been involved in a lawsuit?

	Why do you think the man is suing for such a large amount?

	What are his chances of winning this case?

	Have you ever wanted compensation for something?

	If he won, how could the city pay him?

	
	Do you think New York City is at fault for anything in this case?

	
	What do you think the city's lawyers will say in court?

	
	What do you think of the list of things the man is suing for?

	
	What advice would you give to Mr Purisima?

	
	What advice would you give to New York City's lawyers?

	
	Should people be able to sue for being photographed without permission?

	
	Is it becoming too easy to sue other people in our country?
A FEW MORE ABSURD LAWSUITS


LOOK-ALIKE CASE

Some people might be honored to resemble a famous athlete -- but not Allen Heckard. The man said he had been mistaken for basketball legend Michael Jordan almost every day for 15 years -- and was sick of it.

In 2006, he sued the former Chicago Bull along with Nike cofounder Phil Knight (for promoting Jordan) for a combined $832 million, claiming personal injury and emotional pain and suffering. Heckard, an African-American with a shaved head and an earring in his left ear, did look a little like Jordan, but he was also 6 inches (15.24 centimeters) shorter and eight years older than his more famous counterpart. He soon dropped the lawsuit. It was pretty clear that Heckard's case didn't have a leg to stand on after he explained why he chose to sue Jordan and Knight for $416 million each.

FINGERED AS A SCAM(podvod)
In March 2005, Anna Ayala filed a claim against a Wendy's franchise owner in San Jose, Calif., asserting(uplatňovat) that she had found a fingertip in a bowl of chili. The bad publicity that resulted cost the fast-food chain approximately $21 million in lost sales and cut business at some northern California locations by as much as 50 percent. But authorities found no evidence of missing fingers at the accused restaurant or anywhere along Wendy's supply chain.

Suspicion soon turned on Ayala, who was eventually arrested and found guilty of attempting to extort (vydírat)money from Wendy's. She served four years of a nine-year sentence, and, as a condition of her probation, was banned from ever returning to the restaurant that she sued. And where did the finger come from? It was traced to Brian Rossiter, a co-worker of Ayala's husband, who lost it in a work accident and gave it to the couple to settle a $100 bet.

SPILLING THE( COFFEE) BEANS

A list of outrageous lawsuits would be incomplete without the case of Stella Liebeck, an Albuquerque, N.M., woman who spilled a cup of McDonald's coffee on her lap while sitting in the passenger seat of a parked car. As a result, the 79-year-old suffered third degree burns on her groin (tříslo), inner thighs and buttocks and spent seven days in the hospital. When she contacted McDonald's about compensating her for the medical bills, the restaurant chain took her to court. After a weeklong trial, the jury awarded Liebeck $160,000 in compensatory damages and $2.7 million in punitive (trestající) damages, which a court later reduced to $480,000. Both parties appealed, and they eventually settled out of court for an undisclosed amount.

Love the verdict or hate it, there's little question that Liebeck's lawsuit resulted in one of the most famous cases of recent decades. It became the butt of many jokes for late-night comedians and was even parodied in a 1995 episode of the popular television show "Seinfeld." The case also inspired the creation of the Stella Awards, which highlight particularly "wild, outrageous, or ridiculous lawsuits."

Listen to the radio ad and answer the questions

1. What is the name of the law firm?

 A. Law Financial

B. Lawsuit Financing

C. Lawyers Finances

2. Which types of claims is NOT mentioned in the radio ad?

 A. legal malpractice.

B  personal injury

C. auto accidents

3. The purpose of the cash advance is to help clients cover:

 A. legal fees

B. house payments

C. hospital expenses

4. What other statement is true about the law firm?

 A. It provides 24-hour-a-day consultations.

 B. Clients do not pay anything unless they win.

 C. The company will not deny any claim.

5. If you don't win your case, the company will:

 A. let you keep the cash advance. 

B. refer you to another law firm

C. appeal your case within 24 hours

