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Why is reading good for you? 
What are you reading at the moment? What is the book about?
How many books did you read this summer? Which one did you like best? 
How do you choose books you want to read? 
Why don’t people read books?
Do you like writing? If yes, what?
Have you ever written a diary? 
Do you often write letters? 
Is your handwriting legible?
Do you prefer typing to writing?
Do you know somebody who has problems with writing? 
Would you like to have more written homework such as essays?
Do you write down new words to remember them better?

Listening: 
Who is a bookworm?
Where does Finn read books? 
What encourages us to read? 
Which genres does Rob like? 
Who is a literacy hero? 
What is dyslexia? 
Which books were read by Mike Tyson and where? 
Why are books useful in prison? 
How many words were there in the Marcel Proust’s book?

Literacy conversation: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]What do you think about literacy?
How are literacy rates in your country?
Is literacy linked to one’s intelligence?
How does literacy affect your life?
Are you computer literate?
How do high levels of literacy help a country?
How would your life be different if you were illiterate?
What is the biggest barrier to literacy and how can we overcome it?
What are the consequences of illiteracy? 

Reading:
What is the aim of the WORLD LITERACY FOUNDATION? 
Is illiteracy expensive? Why? 
What can you say about female illiteracy?
What is the connection of illiteracy and HIV? 
What can help stop illiteracy? 
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Literacy fact sheet

The World Literacy Foundation is dedicated to

transforming the lives of the world’s most disadvantaged
Fast Facts

e 775.4 million of the world’s adults
lack basic literacy skills

by focusing on literacy and education. We acknowledge
education as a basic human right and believe that literacy
unlocks the door to a life of learning. We raise awareness
of the literacy crisis and improve global literacy standards e 122.2million of the world’s youth
by delivering programs, conferences and the best advice. population are illiterate

e 67 million primary school age
The vision of the World Literacy Foundation is a world children are not in school
where every single child has the opportunity to receive an

education. Only then will it be possible for poverty to be

e 74 million secondary school
children are not in school
conquered once and for all. Only then can we improve the e Millions more are sitting in

classrooms and receiving

living standards for millions around the globe.

education of such an abysmal
quality that it will do little to
enhance their life chances

e One in five adults cannot read or
write

o The lowest literacy rates are
observed in Sub-Saharan Africa

and South and West Asia.

Why literacy?

Education is the best tool we have for tackling poverty. Literacy is at the heart of education and is
the key to unlocking the door to a life of learning. Higher literacy levels enable people to overcome
the barriers of poverty, disease and fulfil their potential.

The economic cost of illiteracy
The annual cost of illiteracy to the global economy is estimated at US$1.19 trillion
Each year of primary schooling increases the wages people earn later in life by 10-15% for boys
and even more for girls

No country has ever achieved continuous and rapid economic growth without having at least

40% of its adult population literate

For more information email World Literacy Foundation at info@worldliteracyfoundation.org
Or visit us at www.worldliteracyfoundation.org
Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/worldliteracy) or on Facebook (facebook.com/worldliteracyfoundation)
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Our Programs

Promoting quality education is our primary goal. Literacy and Gender

Even today, in most countries women
and girls are the last to get the

opportunity to learn.

Working in partnership with local communities and
organisations we implement sustainable programs

which aim to raise literacy standards and give

% ¢ i fs .
individuals every possible chance to receive a quality ° 54/, of children: pu of schpel are
. . . . ‘emales
education. We also stage the World Literacy Summit, a i ,
. . Out-of-school girls are far less

global event, which builds greater awareness of the

. : : - likely to enter
international literacy crisis and allows particpants to

primary school

education than out-of-school boys
come together and be united to imrove literacy

worldwide. We are committed to promoting the

Nearly two thirds of the world’s

illiterate adults are women
importance of literacy and to effective and evidence-

based practices.

Literacy and Health

Education is essential to improving

the health and life expectancy for the

world’s goorest.

e Seven million cases of HIV/AIDS

Failing to deliver on Education Promises? could be prevented in the next

World Leaders have made several promises to make
the basic human right of education a reality. The
millennium goals of 2000 pledged to make education

decade if every child received an
education

A child born to a literate mother is
50% more likely to survive past the

available for every primary school aged child by 2015.
Progress towards these goals has been slow and
unproductive. At current rates, there could be more

age of 5 years
One in three children who don’t
attend school have a disability

children out of school in 2015 then there are now, and

Education for All could take over 75 years to achieve.

What needs to be done?

e Anextra 1.9 million teachers, and 4 million new classrooms are required in order to allow for
every one of the world’s children to receive an education

e Around USS16 billion is needed annually to improve education in the world’s poorest
countries

e Eliminate school fees, particularly for low income earners

e Train more teachers, and effectively retrain and motivate those in the profession

e Billions of dollars worth of books, learning resources, desks, chairs, lights and other
equipment are needed to build new schools and improve the standards of existing schools

Sources:

{2011) “Education for All: beating poverty, unlocking prosperity” <http://www.campaignforeducation.org/docs/reports/brown/EFA%20Report_Low20Res%20v2.pdf>
{2011) “UNESCO Global Monitoring Report” <http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/001/001807/190743e.pdf>

(2011) “UNICEF State of the World's Children” <http://wwuw.unicef.org/sowc2011/pdfs/SOWC-2011-Main-Report_EN_02092011.pdf>

(2012) “UNESCO Institute for Statistics- Adult and youth literacy” <http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Documents/fs20-literacy-day-2012-en-v3.pdf>

(2012) “The Social & Economic Cost of llliteracy” <http://worldliteracyfoundation.org/The_Economic_&_Social_Cost_of_llliteracy.pdf>




