LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT

Do you believe in love at first sight? 

Has it ever happened to you or people you know? 

What attracts one person to another? 

Listening: Love is ________________, but is it possible to fall in love with someone at first sight? Many people say they have done this. ________________ possible? Surely it takes a time to get to know someone and then fall in love. I think falling in love at first ________________. You don’t really know the person. Maybe after you’ve ________________ around them you’ll find lots of faults in them and suddenly be disappointed. Then you’ll have to ________________. Anyway, is it really love at first sight or is it love at first conversation? And ________________ person doesn’t fall in love with you at first sight? This could be a bit painful. It could also be embarrassing. ________________ the traditional way of falling in love ________________.
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HERE’S THE DEAL: WILL YOU MARRY ME?

Lesley Friedman, millionaire and chief executive officer of a New
York law firm, describes her quest to find a soul mate. ‘Il was over
forty and unattached, and | thought, “I have been a very successful
entrepreneur. What if | approached dating the way | approached my
business?”” So she mapped out her five-year plan: find the right
market for your product; re-image the product if current image is not

working; network; ask for the order; close the deal and get married.

The easiest part was step one, the market component. Friedman is looking for an intelligent, highly motivated man
aged forty plus, so she zeroed in on high-brow charities and political fund-raisers. Step two, re-imaging, was where
she ran into problems. The transformation itself was a wild success. On the advice of friends and a trainer, she lost
two stone, hired a consultant to revamp her wardrobe from dowdy to sexy, straightened and cut her hair, and
replaced her glasses with contact lenses. ‘| wanted to be judged on my achievements’, she says. ‘But | found that
while women look for their mental and emotional peer in a partner, men focus on looks and chemistry first. So |
finally decided that yes, changing my looks was superficial and against my feminist instincts, but | am forty-
something and want to get married.’

Friedman also began networking (step three) by attending balls and fund-raising events, but found that step four
(ask for the order) was the key to success. It's the reason she has had 150 dates in the past two years, spawning six
relationships and one proposal of marriage (which she turned down). ‘In business, ycu can’t have a pleasant talk
with the buyer and leave it at that. To close the deal, you have to ask for the order. You have to ask your friends to
fix you up, to make the sale. You have to be introduced to men. And if one date doesn’t work out, you go out and
get another.’

Now near the end of year two in her five-year plan, Friedman is still single, enthusiastic, and hopeful. Women
applaud her, while men are either intrigued or intimidated. ‘There are some people who find what | am doing
wrong. They say to me, “Lesley, you should wait to be chosen”, but | don’t think so. See you at the wedding!’

two stone = 12.7 kg

1 How successful was each of the five steps in Friedman’s plan, and why?
2 How have other people reacted to her plan?




It seems that love at first sight – eyes meeting across a crowded roon – is not just the stuff of romantic novels; it is a scientifically recognized phenomenon. According to research carried out by psychologists, when we meet someone, it takes us only a few seconds to make up our minds if we are attracted to them and to weigh up their suitability as a prospective mate. Appearance and body language are what we look at first of all, but we can also pick up important clues as to a person’s background and personality from their voice and the way they speak. 

Do you agree with the psychologists? 

Conversation:  hearts, Right,  singles, office, lifelong, arranged, civil, blind, soul

Would you ever go on a _______ date? Why?/ Why not? 

Do you ever read the lonely ________column in the newspaper? 

Do most people in your country see marriage as a __________ commitment?

How would you define a _________mate? 

Have you ever been/ would you ever go to a _________bar? 

What do you think about _________marriages? 

Is there such a thing as Mr or Ms _______? 

In your country, do people usually get married in church or with a __________ceremony in a registry ______?

What do you think about the following statements: 

You should wait till you are in your thirties before getting married. 

Marriage was easier in my parents‘ days. 

Shared interests are the most important element in a relationship. 

True love lasts forever. 

Divorce is better than unhappy marriage. 

Getting married is better than living together. 
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Read the text and make notes to answer the questions.

The air is thick with sweat, scent, and anticipation as a thousand
of Berlin's loneliest hearts cram into a tent to try their luck at
Fisch sucht Fahrrad (Fish seeks Bicycle), the city's most popular
singles party. As they cruise along the dance floor, the men and
women, most in their thirties and forties, take a discreet look at
the number each one wears on their chest. Interested parties can
leave messages for one another on a giant notice board, but the
numbers can also identify advertisers in the lonely hearts pages
of Berlin's top listings magazine, offering prospective partners
the chance to make an anonymous assessment of each other's
physical charms. ‘It saves you the disappointment you often feel
when you meet someone through an ad and it means no one has
to say no to you face to face; says Stefan, a thirty-nine-year-old
office worker who admits he has been hunting for a long-term
partner for over two years.

An alternative is to advertise in the paper. The city's leading
tabloid runs regular profiles of ‘Berlin’s most eligible bachelors’,
with photos of melancholy-looking businessmen in vast, empty
flats. Most of these eligible men claim they are yearning to meet
the right woman, settle down, and start a family. But many of
Berlin's new breed of singles are happy the way they are and
have no intention of letting love interfere with their successful,
high-powered lives. 'The idea of looking at the same partner
every evening bores me to tears. It's better to see each other
twice a week, but intensely; says Maria Bohne, a thirty-year-old
arts administrator.

This sentiment is not shared by Norbert, who is among hundreds
of singles who appear each week on Spreekanal, one of four
television stations in the city that fill hours of airtime each day
with lonely hearts videos. Norbert is forty-four, overweight, and
balding, and he is waiting impatiently for Fraulein Right to come
along and share his social life. 'She should have long, dark hair,
and | like a woman to show her legs, so short skirts, please. And
she should have a personality just like mine!

Fish seeks bicycle The name of the venue comes from the expression

‘A woman needs a man like a fish needs a bicycle’.

1 Which three ways of meeting a partner are described in the
text?

2 How do Stefan, Maria, and Norbert differ in what they are
looking for from a partner?
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Read the text and make notes to answer the questions.

Abjhit Banerji, a chartered accountant, and his wife Moona, a GP,
were both born and brought up in Gerrards Cross, a wealthy
suburb of London. The couple are both Hindu Bengali from similar
castes, and their marriage was arranged by their parents. Moona,
thirty-four, says, 'l was brought up with the idea that when | was
ready to get married, if | hadn't already met somebody, | would
be introduced to suitable matches. My mother always said it
didn't have to be someone she found for me. But | decided |
wanted to meet a partner like this, because | wanted to marry
someone who was ultimately of my background and culture that
| would be able to understand: Abjhit, thirty-six, agrees. ‘It never
even occurred to me to go about marriage any other way. | knew
instinctively that | would have to settle down with someone who
shared my set of beliefs!

The couple ‘discovered’ each other through the extensive Asian
‘network’ A mutual friend suggested they might be compatible
and put the parents in touch with each other. Then Moona,
accompanied by her older brother, met Abjhit and his sister at a
restaurant. ‘It was a nice way of breaking the ice; says Abjhit. ‘On
a traditional date, you're on your own. But we knew our families
were behind us, so there was none of the initial awkwardness.
The basis of the introduction is that you are meeting someone for
a lifelong commitment and that is crystal clear right from the
start!

Neither felt under any pressure to feign affection or to force the
match to work. Moona explains, ‘The first time we met it was just
to decide whether we actually wanted to speak to each other
again. There was no need to flirt or chat each other up or pay
compliments. If we hadn't liked each other, that would have been
the end of it!

Moona and Abjhit have no doubt that they will play an important
part in the marriages of their own children. Abjhit says, "We feel
it is our duty to help our children at that momentous time of
their lives when they want to settle down. That's the last thing
you have to do for your children; marry them off to the right
person!

1 What are the advantages of arranged marriages mentioned in
the text?

2 What was different about their first date?




