MEDIA 
What images spring to mind when you hear the word ‘media’? 

What are the main types of media?

Which type of media do you prefer?

What do the following words mean?   breaking news, gossip columns, a hoax, traffic reports

Vocabulary: 

print media (n.) 
a journalist who works for a media network and (usually) reports on a specific topic (such as foreign news, sports, business, etc.)

tabloids

all news media, including print, broadcast, and online media

broadcast media 
 a large media company with offices in many different places

online media 

a single office or branch within a large news network

press (n.)

not mainstream; a choice that is different from the mainstream
mainstream (adj.)
newspapers, magazines, etc.

alternative (adj.)
TV, radio, etc.
network (n.)

blogs, news websites, etc.
affiliate (n.)

very common, accepted, and established in society

correspondent (n.)
newspapers and magazines that focus on celebrity news and exciting stories
anchor (n.)

the attention given to a news story by a media outlet

coverage (n.)

a person who reads the news on TV
People used to get their news from ________ and ________media, but in recent years more people have turned to __________media for their news.

CNN has _____________ in cities all over the world. 
The President often complains that the ____________is not fair to him.
 Because the ______________ media is owned by just a few companies, many people do not trust it. They look for ____________ news sources instead.
Most people get their news from the mainstream media, such as BBC, CNN, or Al Jazeera. 

In the USA there are several news ____________, including NBC, CNN, CBS, ABC, and FOX.The BBC gives a lot of ___________ to international news.
	Major news networks often have several foreign ______________working in many different countries.

Mainstream news networks often hire attractive news _________to get more people to watch their news programs.

_________are very popular because people enjoy reading about celebrities and their relationships.



	Do you think the media have too much power? 

What is the role of newspapers in society? 

What sells newspaper? 

Why do we buy newspapers? 

What are the good and bad things about the media in our country?

What do you think about countries that ban or restrict the media?

Do you always believe the media?

How is today’s media different from that of 30 years ago?

Can you think of any examples of the media being irresponsible?

Would you like to work for the media?

Why do people fear the media?

Should there be any censorship of the media?

Do you think the media tries to manipulate people or change their views?


What is the future of newspaper like? 

What is your favourite section of the newspaper to read? 

How often do you watch the news? 

Do you feel bad if you miss the news?

Do you think people need to know all of the news? 

How often do you read the newspaper? 

What newspaper do you read? 

How much does the newspaper cost? 

What kind of magazines do you like to read? 

Are magazines expensive in your country? 

Would you like to read newspaper or watch TV which reports only about good things?

Kalashnikov inventor's regret

It's been revealed in Russia that the inventor of the world's most famous assault rifle, Mikhail Kalashnikov, who died last month, wrote to the head of the Russian Orthodox Christian churches a year and a half ago expressing regret that his gun had claimed so many lives.

In his letter to the Russian Patriarch, Mikhail Kalashnikov wrote that "one question was causing pain to his soul": if the rifle he had created had claimed lives, then did that mean that he, "a Christian and an Orthodox believer, was to blame for their deaths?"

"The longer I live," he continued, "the more this question drills itself into my brain and the more I wonder why the Lord allowed man to have the devilish desires of envy, greed and aggression".

The letter has been published by the newspaper Izvestia. It quotes a spokesman for the Patriarch as saying that when weapons serve to defend the fatherland, the Russian Orthodox Church supports those who created them, as well as the soldiers who use them.

It's thought that more than 100 million Kalashnikov rifles have been sold worldwide. Mikhail Kalashnikov had been awarded the title Hero of Russia - he died last month aged 94 - and was buried with full state honours.

Greenpeace’s Latest Campaign to Save the Environment

Do you ever think about how many tissues you use during the winter months? Greenpeace, the environmental group, hopes you'll start. They recently launched a campaign called "Shop Smart, Save Forests."

The campaign asks people to give up their soft tissue paper and start using recycled tissue paper instead. "Recycled paper does the trick," says a Greenpeace representative. "The very soft tissue paper sold by the paper industry is overkill."

Meanwhile, the paper industry continues to encourage consumers to buy the luxury tissues and toilet paper. Their advertising campaigns highlight the softness of their products. An executive at the Kimberly-Clark company says many consumers want very soft tissue paper and recycled paper just can't deliver. For these consumers, the company offers the premium "Kleenex" brand, made of non-recycled paper. For its other, less expensive, brands, the company does use recycled paper.

Not good enough, insists Greenpeace. They explain that Kimberly-Clark and its competitors are using wood from Canada's forests, destroying old forests. "How many trees have to be destroyed so people can blow their noses?" asks a Greenpeace representative.

Activists from Greenpeace have spread the word by talking to people on the streets of some of America's major cities, including San Francisco, New York, and Washington. In blind tests, they ask consumers to compare the premium tissue paper with the recycled tissue and see if they can tell the difference. The result: most consumers can tell the difference, but they say the difference is small. And most say they'd be willing to switch to the recycled paper to help save the environment.

As part of their campaign, Greenpeace has also asked consumers to write to Kimberly-Clark and request that they start using recycled paper for their entire product line. Kimberly-Clark reports receiving tens of thousands of emails and letters. However, they have not given up on the non-recycled paper yet. Has this affected the bottom line? No, say executives from the company. Profits are up.

The Zookeepers' Surprising Discovery!

Zookeepers at a zoo near Tokyo received a big shock recently. They served a snake named Aochan a hamster as a snack. However, instead of gobbling up the hamster, Aochan befriended the hamster. Zookeepers found them lying side by side.

"I've never seen anything like it," said one of the zookeepers. "Never in a million years would I have predicted this."

The hamster is clearly enjoying his life beside the snake. Sometimes the hamster even climbs onto Aochan to take a nap. 

Meanwhile, the snake is enjoying a diet of frozen mice.

Some say this relationship may end in disaster. One day, the snake may get hungry and decide to devour his furry little friend. But in the meantime, zoo visitors are in for a unique spectacle. The chance to see a snake and hamster together will surely draw large crowds.

