Part 1 - Conversation: 

How did you spend Christmas? 

What presents did you get? Choose some and describe? 

What do you associate with year 2014? 

What interesting, important, beautiful events happened to you in year 2014?

What did you like about the year? 

What did you dislike about the year? 

How did you spend New Year’s Day?

What do you expect from 2015?
Do you usually look at the upcoming year with optimism or pessimism? 

What do you think will happen in the world next year? 
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Part 2 - Here are TOP 10 New Year’s Resolutions. Which things do you want to change in your life? 

Lose Weight

Getting Organized

Spend Less, Save More
Enjoy Life to the Fullest

Staying Fit and Healthy

Learn Something Exciting

Quit Smoking

Help Others in Their Dreams

Fall in Love

Spend More Time with Family
Achieving Success
http://www.how-to-keep-your-new-years-resolution.com/html/success.html

Determined that this year you'll keep those New Year's Resolutions? Here are a few goal setting tips to get you started! 
Don't Try Everything at Once! 

Word it carefully. 

Make a Plan. 
Write it Down. 
Part 3 - Happy New Year! 
How many calendars do you have at home? 

Do you usually buy them or get them? 

Have you ever made a calendar? 

Do you use a calendar every day? 
Why do we need a calendar? 

Do you know any other calendars? 

Why did people create the first calendars?

Why does February have only 28/29 days?

Why did Pope Gregory cut out 10 days? 

Why do we have a seven-day week? 

Happy New Year? That depends on which calendar you use! 
Ah, the first month of a new year! A time of fresh starts and clean slates, celebrations and resolutions -- for those who follow the Gregorian calendar, anyway.

If you follow the Jewish calendar, the New Year already started a few months ago in autumn. This calendar starts with the year of Creation, according to tradition, 3,760 years and three months before Christ was born.

Islamic New Year's Day (Al-Hijra) was November 5.

According to the Chinese calendar, the New Year begins on February 19, 2015.

And if you support adoption of the World Calendar -- advocated by the World Calendar Association since 1930 -- the year always begins on a Sunday and ends on a Saturday.
The idea of creating a calendar began thousands of years ago, when humans first realized the advantages of preparing for the future, such as anticipating annual floods, and of recording the past. But from the beginning it has been an imperfect science of trying to match the lunar cycles (the moon's orbit around the earth), which gives us our months (or moon-ths), with the solar cycle (the earth's trek around the sun), which gives us our year. Although close, the two are not perfectly synchronized.

In ancient Babylonia, around 500 B.C., an extra month was added every two and two-thirds years to even things out. The Egyptians later went with a 365-day year divided into 12 months of 30 days each, adding the extra five days at the end of the year -- which worked out quite nicely until it was discovered that the year is actually closer to 365 1/4 days long. The Romans took a cavalier attitude toward it all, using a 10-month calendar that began in March and ignored the 60 days of winter at the end of their year (and exactly what was wrong with that?).

By 46 B.C. the calendar was a mess. Caesar recruited astronomers to work out a new one, resulting in a 365-day year with months of 30 and 31 days, except February, with 29 days and, every fourth year, 30. The seventh month was renamed July in the emperor's honour. This calendar underwent one small change with the next emperor, Augustus: He renamed the eighth month in honour of himself and stole one of February's days to make his month the same length as Caesar's!

The Julian calendar prevailed for 1,500 years, although it still was not perfect. Every year was 11 minutes and 14 seconds too long, eventually resulting in 10 extra days by the year 1582. Pope Gregory XIII then introduced the civil calendar we follow today, which takes care of the extra 11 minutes or so by eliminating the extra day in leap year centuries that cannot be divided by 400, such as 1700, 1800 and 1900. This calendar is accurate to about 26 seconds of the solar year.

And that, it seems, is about as perfect as it's going to get!

Imagine cutting 10 whole days from your calendar! 
Pope Gregory fixed the too-fast Julian calendar by simply cutting 10 days out of a month. October 4, 1582, was followed by October 15. The new calendar wasn't embraced by all countries. In Great Britain, they waited until 1752 to make the change, and then people furiously protested the loss of what by then was 11 days, citing lost wages and rent collection. At the same time, the colonies in America also made the change -- along with a famous person's birthday! George Washington was born on February 11, according to the Julian calendar, but when the calendar was changed, he changed his birthday to February 22! How would we be affected if we had to institute such a cut today? When would be the best time to do it? What would it be like? Would you change your birthday?

Does our week work?
Where does the week fit into the calendar story? Some people speculate that the seven-day week originates with the four phases of the moon, which take little more than seven days each. Others think it comes from the six days of creation and seven days of rest described in the Old Testament and first introduced by the Jews as a method of timekeeping. Over time, countries have experimented with variations on the week, such as a 10-day week introduced in France in 1792, and a five-day week (with one day of rest) introduced in the Soviet Union in 1929. What do you think would be the best division? Would you rather have eight days of school and three-day weekends? Or shorter weeks with less of a break? Some adults prefer working 10 hours a day four days a week in order to have a three-day weekend. Would this work out for your family?

PART 4 – AULD LANG SYNE

"Auld Lang Syne" (Scots pronunciation: [ˈɔːl(d) lɑŋˈsəin] is a Scots poem written by Robert Burns in 1788 and set to the tune of a traditional folk song. It is well known in many countries, especially in the English-speaking world, its traditional use being to bid farewell to the old year at the stroke of midnight. By extension, it is also sung at funerals, graduations and as a farewell or ending to other occasions. 

The song's Scots title may be translated into English literally as "old long since", or more idiomatically, "long long ago", "days gone by" or "old times". Consequently "For auld lang syne", as it appears in the first line of the chorus, might be loosely translated as "for (the sake of) old times".

"Auld Lang Syne" is traditionally sung at the conclusion of New Year gatherings in Scotland and around the world, especially in English-speaking countries.

It is common practice that everyone joins hands with the person next to them to form a great circle around the dance floor. At the beginning of the last verse, everyone crosses their arms across their breast, so that the right hand reaches out to the neighbour on the left and vice versa. When the tune ends, everyone rushes to the middle, while still holding hands. When the circle is re-established, everyone turns under the arms to end up facing outwards with hands still joined.

	Original Scottish version

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and never brought to mind ?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and auld lang syne ?

CHORUS:

For auld lang syne, my dear,

for auld lang syne,

we’ll take a cup o’ kindness yet,

for auld lang syne.

And surely ye’ll be your pint-stoup !
And surely I’ll be mine !
And we’ll take a cup o’ kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.

CHORUS

We twa hae run about the braes,
and pou’d the gowans fine ;
But we’ve wander’d mony a weary fit,
sin’ auld lang syne.

CHORUS

We twa hae paidl’d in the burn,
frae morning sun till dine ;
But seas between us braid hae roar’d
sin’ auld lang syne.

CHORUS

And there’s a hand, my trusty fiere !
And gies a hand o’ thine !
And we’ll tak a right gude-willie-waught,
for auld lang syne.

CHORUS

		

	Překlad 

Může snad stará známost být zapomenuta,

aniž by někdy vytanula na mysli?
Může snad stará známost být zapomenuta, byť to je už dávno?

REFRÉN:

Po dlouhé době, můj drahý,

po dlouhé době,

ještě si jednou připijem na vlídnost,

a na tu dlouhou dobu.

A jistě si koupíš pintový pohár!
a já si koupím svůj!
A připijem si na vlídnost,
Po tu dlouhou dobu.

REFRÉN

My dva jsme běhali kolem kopců,
a trhali krásné sedmikrásky;
často jsme putovali na nohou znavených,
tehdy před dlouhou dobou.

REFRÉN

My dva jsme se brouzdali v proudu,
od rána až do oběda ;
avšak potom nás oddělily řvoucí hlubiny moře
Tehdy před dlouhou dobou.

REFRÉN

Můj věrný příteli, podej mi ruku!
A já ti podám svou!
Tak tedy pravicí pravidí dobré vůli,
po celou tu dlouhou dobu..

REFRÉN

Lea Michele 

Should old acquaintance be forgot 
And never brought to mind 
Should all acquaintance be forgot 
And auld lang syne 

CHORUS: 

For auld lang syne, my dear,

for auld lang syne,

we’ll take a cup o’ kindness yet,

for auld lang syne.


And surely you will buy your cup 
And surely I'll buy mine 
And we'll take a cup of kindness yet 
For auld lang syne

We too have run around the slopes 
And picked the daisies fine 
We've londoned many weary foot 
Since auld lang syne 

CHORUS:

We too have paddled in the stream 
From morning sun to night 
But the seas between us broad have roared 
From auld lang syne 
CHORUS



	
	


