 						Plastic
What images spring to mind when you hear the word ‘plastic’?
Do you know how plastic is made?
What plastic things can you think of? 
What’s your favourite thing made of plastic?

What is the best summary for all these articles? 
a Plastic bags are terrible and should be banned everywhere. 
b Both paper bags and plastic bags cause problems. 
c Everybody should use paper bags and not plastic bags.

	At the end of 2006 Tanzania, along with Zanzibar, joined other African nations in banning thin plastic bags. They said that the bags are an eyesore, and that they cause problems for animals and fish. 
In 1999, 14 million trees were cut down to produce 10 billion paper grocery bags for the US. 
A group of women in Kwazulu-Natal in South Africa make hats, handbags and baskets out of old plastic bags. Each hat is made from about 30 plastic bags. Each month the group use about 30,000 plastic bags. 
In Britain only about 0.5% of plastic bags are recycled, and in the US only 1%. 
Most plastic bags are made from polyethylene (commonly called polythene), which is made from crude oil and natural gas. Both of these are non-renewable resources. 
	In May 2003 South Africa brought in a law to ban thin plastic bags. It said that the country was using 8 billion bags every year. So many bags are caught in trees and bushes that South Africans call them the new ‘national flower’. The country wants to reduce the use of plastic bags to 4 billion. 
Each year about 500 billion to 1 trillion plastic bags are used worldwide. That is about 1 million per minute. Billions of bags end up as litter each year. 
More than a billion plastic bags are given out free every day in China. 
Hundreds of thousands of sea turtles, whales and other marine animals die every year from eating plastic bags. They think the bags are jellyfish. 
During Clean Up Australia Day people collected nearly 500,000 plastic bags. 
In the US only 10 to 15% of paper bags are recycled. 
	The capital city of Bangladesh, Dhaka, banned all plastic bags in 2002. The bags clogged up drains and made flooding much worse. 
Plastic bags were first introduced in 1977 and now four out of every five bags used at grocery stores in the US are plastic. 
In 2001 Ireland used 1.2 billion plastic bags, about 316 per person. In 2002 the country introduced a plastic tax: the PlasTax. The use of plastic bags fell by 90% and the money raised in the first year, almost $10 million, was used to help the environment. 
Paper bags create 50 times more water pollutants than plastic bags. They also create 70% more air pollutants. 
There are over 60 million tons of polyethylene produced around the world each year. It was first made in 1898 by a German chemist. 



What would your home be like without plastic?
What are the downsides to plastic?
Do you think we’ll find an environmentally friendly alternative to plastic?
What is plastic surgery? Would you like to try it?
How useful are plastic containers?
What do you think of plastic shopping bags?
In English, we sometimes describe someone as being ‘plastic’. What do you think this means?
Do you prefer to use cash or plastic (credit cards)?
What do you think of plastic knives and forks on airplanes? 
Finish the sentences: 
If I saw somebody throwing an empty packet on the street, I would ... 
If I discovered the factory I worked in was secretly polluting the environment, I would ... 
If I were minister for the Environment, I would ... 
If I had to do without perfume/deodorant, I would ... 
If I were a fish, I would ... 
If I were a fisherman, I would ... 
If I lived on an island, I would ... 
If a nuclear bomb exploded, I would ... 
If they tried to build a nuclear power station near my house, I would ... 
If I lived in a jungle, I would ... 
If I were an endangered species, I would ... 
If I had to light my fire with either coal or wood, I would ... 
If I wanted to dump a box of rubbish, but I could not find a bin, I would .. 
If the local council were planning to build a dump near my house, I would .. 
 Conversation continues:
1. Are you concerned about the environment? 
2. Are there litter laws where you live? If so, what is the penalty for littering? 
3. Do you think cars should be banned from city centres? 
4. Do you think people should recycle? Why or why not? What? 
5. Does your local government make it easy or hard for citizens to recycle? 
6. How often is garbage collected in your neighbourhood? 
7. What can you do to make this world a better place? 
8. Which is more important, increasing people's standard of living, or protecting the environment? 
9. Who do you think is more responsible for pollution, individual people or the government? Explain. 
10. Do you usually drink bottled water? Why or Why not? 
11. If you could choose one alternative energy source to develop which one would you choose? Why? 
12. What are some ways energy is wasted? 
13. What types of energy are popular in your country? 
14. What is the main problem with renewable energy sources? 
15. Do you think overpopulation is an important environmental issue? Why or why not? 
16. Should gas for motorists be more expensive? 
17. Do you think global warming is real? 
18. What's happening to forests in the world? 
19. What happens when we remove forests? 
20. Are there people in your country who make their living from picking-up other people's garbage? 
21. How has the environment changed since you were a child? 
22.  What do you think the Earth will be like in the future?  Please explain.

 [image: skenování0245]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.jpeg
How big is your carbon footprint?

1 Choose the best answer for the questions so they are true for you. Discuss reasons for your answers.
2 When you have finished, total your scores to find out how big your carbon footprint is.

How bigii

I'have a shower ...
a everyday.
b more than once a day.
¢ veryrarely. | prefer to have a bath.
d when|feell need one.

n When | go to the supermarket, ...

a lreuse plastic bags.
b Itake my own reusable cotton bags.
¢ lalways get bags at the checkout.
d lavoid buying food that has a lot of
packaging.

en | buy food, ..
buy what's cheapest.
buy organic produce - if | can
afford it!

try to get local prod
only buy organic,
ocal produce.

Bw
a

en | travel to work / college /
ool, ...

always take my car. | don't go
anywhere without it!

take public transport.

get a lift or car share.

walk or cycle.

IS your %
carbon footprint? e

H | buy clothes ...

every week. You can never have
enough clothes!
fairly regularly. | like to be in fashion.

¢ when|think I need some new ones.

when | need new ones, and | prefer
to buy vintage or second hand.

n I always wash my clothes ...
a after 've worn them once.
b after I've worn them a couple of
times.
¢ when they're dirty.
d when they're dirty, at 30 degrees.

. | recycie

never! What's the point?
occasionally. When | remember.
as much as my local refuse
collection will take.

as much as possible. | also take
other stuff to a recycling centre.

u When | go on holiday, I tend to ...
a take long-haul flights.
b take a short flight to somewhere
warm.
holiday in my own country.
d stay at home and relax.

Circle all the statements that are true

foryouin9and 10.
n a |sometimes leave the tap running
while | clean my teeth.

b Isometimes forget to switch off
the light when | leave a room.
don't use energy saving light
bulbs.
fill the kettle when I'm only
making one cup of tea.
put the heating on instead of
wearing more clothes.

try to only buy new things if | can’t
repair the old ones.

use cooking water to water my
house plants.

read food labels to check how
many food miles it has travelled.
use energy saving light bulbs.
have tried to make my home more
energy efficient.

Total:

ference. Keep it up!

45-50: You're really making an effort. But don’t let worrying about your impact on the environment stop you from enjoying life.
30-44: You're obviously trying to make a di
15-29: You could do more for the environment. A few small changes to your lifestyle will make all the difference.
Up to 15: Oh dear, you really need to make more of an effort. Your planet needs you!
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