PRESIDENT 
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will be in two days,” God says. “Tell your people.” So each leader goes back to
his capital and prepares a TV address. In Washington, Obama says, “My fellow
Americans, | have good news and bad news. The good news is | can
confirm that God exists. The bad news is that he told me the world
would end in two days.” In Moscow, Putin says, People of Russia, |
regret that | have to inform you of two pieces of bad news. First,
God exists, which means everything our country has believed in for
most of the last century was false. Second, the world is ending in
two days.” In Cairo, Mubarak says, “O Egyptians, | come to you
today with two pieces of excellent news! First, God and | have
just held an important summit. Second, he told me I would be
your president untilthe end of time.”
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What must and mustn’t President be like? 

Could a woman be the Czech President? 

What is the age limit for the Czech President?  Are there any other conditions?

Would you like to be President? 
What would you do if you were President? 
What would you like and dislike about being President?
Why do you think people want to be President? 

What questions would you like to ask at the presidential debate? 

Can you imagine a common day of President? 

Is it important for people to choose their own president? 

What is the role of the Czech President?  (appoint, recall, pardon, represent) 

Video: Is this the most interesting presidential candidate ever? 

What was interesting about the other candidate mentioned in the video? 

How would you answer the last question? 

Tattooed artist in running for Czech presidential elections

As Czechs go to the polls to vote for a new president, meet Vladimir Franz: artist, professor, promising presidential candidate - who also happens to be tattooed from head to toe.

He nearly missed the elections altogether because his opera, War with the Newts, premieres at the Prague State Opera next week. Fortunately he did not, because Vladimir Franz has become the surprise success story of the first ever Czech presidential elections.

In the past, the president of the Czech Republic has been selected by politicians. But today, for the first time ever, Czech citizens are voting on who they would like to see in the largely ceremonial role conducted from Prague Castle. The winner will follow in the illustrious footsteps of Vaclav Havel and the more controversial footsteps of the incumbent, Vaclav Klaus.
As voting begins, tattooed artist and professor Vladimir Franz is third in some of the key polls, with around 11 per cent of the vote. Even the man himself is surprised. "When I learned, cut off from civilisation in the studio, that there was a movement - Vladimir Franz for president - I understood it as a joke at first, because I never sought the position," he told Channel 4 News. "But I appreciate the fact that there is now a generation of people who care for the future of this country. This is essential for me not only as an artist, but as a teacher... So perhaps the time has come for me to discover a new road."

Franz is not expected to triumph in this weekend's first round of elections, but he could end up as a kingmaker if he directs his followers to vote for the other two leading candidates in later stages in the election.

The colourful candidate burst onto the scene last year, when supporters set up a Facebook group calling for him to run in the election. He bowed to pressure despite admitting he has no political experience and little knowledge of economics - and, as he puts it, the "whole thing began to accelerate".

He has reportedly only spent £16,000 on the campaign, has put up no posters, and his presidential bid is staffed by volunteers. An academic, working as a senior lecturer at the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague, Franz is not affiliated with any political party and has instead campaigned on an anti-corruption, pro-education message. It is a platform that has appealed to an electorate sick of the corruption scandals which have dogged the country since the end of the communist era more than 20 years ago.

Political analyst Jiri Pehe, former advisor to Havel, said Franz was effectively a "protest" candidate."He represents an alternative for people who do not take the presidency very seriously. In a way, he draws protest votes," he told Channel 4 News.
However, Vit Kleparnik of the CESTA think tank

 HYPERLINK "http://www.centrum-cesta.cz/"  said Franz was more than that."He is authentic in many ways - he appeals to people who want to give the state back to the citizens, stressing Havel and Masaryk (the first president of Czechoslovakia)'s heritage," he said.

Politics and body art 
Whatever the reasons for his popularity, Franz has certainly brightened up the roster of presidential candidates.

The two current frontrunners are both former prime ministers: left-winger Milos Zeman, and right-winger Jan Fischer, who Kleparnik described as a "grey mouse" - and they have hardly set the world alight. Neither is expected to win outright in the first round, with a run-off set for 25-26 January.

Other candidates include 75-year-old foreign minister Karel Schwarzenberg, an aristocrat who has a reputation for falling asleep in public, and principled leftist candidate Jiri Dienstbier Jr.

But it is Franz who has grabbed headlines globally, and with his spirited defence of his body art to Channel 4 News - hardly the kind of sentence usually written about politicians - you can understand why.

"Tattoos are an expression of free will, which do not interfere with the freedom of others," he said."To have his own aesthetic view of the world is the right of every free individual. To me, it is also an expression of the permanent decision to stand up for my choices, good and bad. My tattoo is the result of a long-term sophisticated conception, not a sudden movement of the mind.To rate a human being only according to appearance - no matter if it was given by nature or voluntarily by himself - is a sign of superficiality and arrogance at the same time."

PINK  "Dear Mr. President"
Dear Mr. President,
Come take a walk with me.
Let's pretend we're just two people and
You're not better than me.
I'd like to ask you some .............................. if we can speak honestly.

What do you feel when you see all the homeless on the ................?
Who do you pray for at night before you go to sleep?
What do you ................... when you look in the mirror?
Are you ...................?

How do you ..................... while the rest of us cry?
How do you dream when a mother has no chance to say goodbye?
........................ do you walk with your head held high?
Can you even .................. me in the eye
And tell me .....................?

Dear Mr. President,
Were you a lonely boy?
Are you a lonely boy?
Are you a lonely boy?
How can you ................
No child is left behind?
We're not dumb and we're not blind.
They're all ...................... in your cells
While you pave the road to hell.


What kind of .................... would take his own daughter's rights away?
And what kind of father might hate his own daughter if she were gay?
I .............. only imagine what the first lady has to say
You've come a long way from whiskey and cocaine.

How do you ................ while the rest of us cry?
How do you dream when a mother has no chance to say goodbye?
........................ do you walk with your head held high?
Can you even........................ me in the eye?

Let me ............. you 'bout hard work
Minimum wage with a baby on the way
Let me ................ you 'bout hard work
Rebuilding your house after the bombs took them away
Let me ................ you 'bout hard work
Building a bed out of a cardboard box
Let me ................. you 'bout hard work
Hard work
Hard work
You don't know nothing 'bout hard work
Hard work
Hard work
Oh

How do you sleep at ................?
How do you walk with your head held high?
Dear Mr. President,
You'd ................ take a walk with me.
................ you?

