QUESTIONS 

[image: image1.jpg]“The important thing is wot to stop questioning.
Curioity has its own reason for exiting”

Albert Einstein

i




“If I had an hour to solve a problem and my life depended on the answer, I would spend the first 55 minutes figuring out the proper questions to ask. For if I knew the proper questions, I could solve the problem in less than 5 minutes."

“Question everything”

International Ask A Question Day is on March 14. Its goal is to improve our knowledge and lives by asking more and better questions. The Inquiry Institute tells us that “A question not asked is a door not opened.” The best question askers know how to open many doors, even locked ones! The QuestionDay.com website encourages us to become an “outstanding question asker”. It tells us how we can build our “curiosity muscle” to make us more successful in life by asking the right questions. Part of who we are is to ask questions and fully using the power of questions. It is one of the first things infants do when they learn to talk. Small children are outstanding at asking very difficult questions – just ask any parent!

The Inquiry Institute has a list of the top twelve questions that will bring you success. These include asking yourself exactly what it is you want, and then making sure your question answers this. Another good question is “How else can I think about this?” Such a question can make you look at a situation from a different angle and give you new and better ideas and questions. There is also a question that gets you to look at a situation from the viewpoint of others: “What is the other person thinking, feeling, and wanting?” This may give you successful questions in a business deal. A follow-up question could be “How can I turn this into a win-win situation?” The final question on their list is: “What is possible?” This is a great question to ask. Ask it today.

Make questions based on the article: 
When

Why 

What

Who 

How
The Top Twelve Questions for Success

1. What do I want?

2. What are my choices?

3. What assumptions am I making?

4. What am I responsible for?

5. How else can I think about this?

6. What is the other person thinking, feeling, and wanting?

7. What am I missing or avoiding?

8. What can I learn:

...from this person or situation?

...from this mistake or failure?

...from this success?

9. What questions would be best to ask (myself and/or others)?

10. What action steps make the most sense?

11. How can I turn this into a win-win?
12. What is possible?
Have you ever asked yourself any of the questions above? 

Why do we ask questions? Can you put together at least 6 reasons?                                                                  Are you good at making questions? In Czech? In English? 

When you are having a conversation, do you ask more or less than your partner in conversation? 

What words, experiences, or memories come to mind when you think about questions?
What’s the best question you’ve ever heard? How come?
Who is the best question asker you ever met personally? Why do you say this? What is it like to be with this person?

What are some questions you’ve asked an adult that surprised them or got them upset or that they didn’t want to answer?
Think of a time when you wanted to ask a question—but you didn’t ask it. What was that question? Why didn’t you ask it? What do you imagine would have happened if you had?

Have you ever had a negative experience from asking a question? What decision did you make about asking questions after that? How has this affected your life?
What keeps you from asking questions when you want to? Can you think of a time that happened?

What kinds of questions do you wish your (parents, grandparents, siblings, friends, children) would ask you?
What would you like to ask them? What has stopped you? What would it take for you to do this?
HW: Tell a story about a time that a question made a big difference to you. This could be a question someone asked you or one you asked yourself.

Student A: Albert Einstein was a German-born _________(job), although most people probably know him as the most intelligent person who ever lived. His name has become part of many languages when we want to say someone is a genius, as in the phrase, “She’s a real Einstein”. He must have been pretty brainy to discover _____________ (what)  and the equation E=mc2.                                                                                                       In ______ (when), ‘Time’ magazine named Einstein as the Person of the Century. No one could have guessed this would happen when he was at school. He was extremely interested in science but hated _______________(what) He said it destroyed learning and creativity. He had already done many experiments, but failed the entrance exams to a technical college.                                                                                                                                                                  He didn’t let this setback stop him. When he was ______ (age), he performed his famous experiment of imagining traveling alongside a beam of light. He eventually graduated from university, in 1900, with a degree in________(what). Twelve years later he was a university professor and in _____(when), he won the Nobel Prize for Physics. He went on to publish over 300 scientific papers.                                                                                                 Einstein is the only scientist to become __________ (what), a household name, and part of everyday culture. He once joked that when people stopped him in the street, he always replied: "Pardon me, sorry! Always I am mistaken for Professor Einstein.” Today, he is seen as the typical mad, absent-minded professor, who just happened to change our world.
Student B: Albert Einstein was a German-born physicist, although most people probably know him ________(how) who ever lived. His name has become part of many languages when we want to say someone is a genius, as in the phrase, “She’s a real Einstein”. He must have been pretty brainy to discover the Theory of Relativity and _________________(what else).                                                                                                                         In 1999, ‘Time’ magazine named Einstein as the Person of the Century. No one could have guessed this would happen when he was at school. He was extremely interested in _________ (what) but hated the system of learning by heart. He said it destroyed learning and creativity. He had already done many experiments, but failed the entrance exams to a_____________(where).                                                                                                                         He didn’t let this setback stop him. When he was 16, he performed his famous experiment of imagining traveling alongside a beam of light. He eventually graduated from university, in______ (when), with a degree in physics. _____________(how many) later he was a university professor and in 1921, he won the Nobel Prize for Physics. He went on to publish over ______(how many) scientific papers.                                                                                  Einstein is the only scientist to become a cult figure, a household name, and part of everyday culture. He once joked that when people stopped him in the street, he always replied: "______________ (what). Always I am mistaken for Professor Einstein.” Today, he is seen as the typical mad, absent-minded professor, who just happened to change our world.

