The Royal Family 

1) Let’s check some family vocabulary for the beginning. Write down definitions of following words:
a. Close-knit family

b. Immediate/extended family

c. Relatives

d. Only/ middle child

e. Separated/ divorced

f. Step brother / half brother

g. In-laws

h. Broken home

i. Estranged family member

2) Have a look at the crossword, there are 20 words related to British royal family. Find them and tell the connection to the family. 
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3) Choose the best word that is in italic: 

British royal finances online

A public report of British Queen Elizabeth’s finances went online in 2015. It was the first for Buckingham Palace to publish / issue / author details of royal income and expenditure on the Internet. The report states that the Queen’s spending for the tax / physical / fiscal year 2003/2004 topped / tapped / tipped $67 million, which represents a 1.7% increase on the previous year. It says: “This slight / humungous / miniscule increase relates mainly to expenditure attributed to / pinned on / trait more State visits, major overseas tours and ceremonial costs.” The Royals have been under public pressure to prune / trim / shapely their spending. The British people have demanded greater examination / scrutiny / scruples of royal finances to avoid the excesses of earlier years. The royal press secretary says the new report achieves “the greatest possible clarity / accuracy / calamity and transparency in the finances of the Monarchy”.

The anniversary / yearly / annual cost of the Royals to the British taxpayer was $1.12 per person, which Buckingham Palace considered excellent / dirge / top-notch value for money. The Queen’s accountant said that as a rule of thumb the cost incurred / footed / handed by each Briton for funding / finding / financing the monarchy should be the equivalent of a loaf of bread. However, milk has replaced bread this year as the denomination / measure / religion for comparison. The report stated: “For the last couple of years, we have indicated that the annual cost per person in the country…was equivalent to the cost of a loaf of bread. With the passage / passing / pass of time, the loaf of bread has become rancid / stale / out-of-date and this year’s expenditure per person, per annum, amounts / comes / goes to 61 pence ($1.12) or less than the price of two pints (1 liter) of milk.”

Discuss the following questions: 
a. Should all monarchies around the world make public their finances?

b. Is it right that taxpayers should finance royal families?

c. Should royal families go shopping in supermarkets and buy clothes from discount stores?

d. What do you think of the fact that President George W. Bush takes more holidays then Britain’s Queen Elizabeth?

e. Do you think members of royal families work hard?

f. Should members of royal families do more for charities?

g. Do you think a monarchy is good for a country?

h. Do you like your royal family? / Would you like a royal family?

i. Which royal family would you like to be a member of and why?

j. Do you think the idea of a royal family belongs in the 21st century?

k. Is $1.12 a year per taxpayer excellent value for money to keep a royal family?

4) Imagine you are the Queen/ King for a day. What would be the first three things you would do and why? 
5) Fill in the gaps about the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II of England
Anniversary, pageant, service, crowned, public, church, celebrate, coronation, procession, monarch

The coronation of Queen Elizabeth II of England

The ……………………………of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second took place in Westminster Abbey on June 2, 1953. Westminster Abbey is the royal church where kings and queens of England have been ……………………………. For the past nine hundred years. Queen Elizabeth the Second was the thirty-ninth ……………………………….to be crowned at Westminster Abbey, and the sixth queen. The Queen and her husband, The Duke of Edinburgh, travelled to the coronation ……………………………….in a gold coach, pulled by eight grey horses. The Queen’s dress was designed by Normal Hartnell, a very famous English dress designer. The coronation ceremony made history by being the first coronation to be televised live, so that the general ……………………………could watch it. Over twenty million people watched the ceremony on television, and millions more listened to it on the radio. Some people were so keen to watch the …………………………..that they camped out for days along the route of the ………………………, just to catch sight of the event.. Many of the Queen’s subjects held street parties to ……………………………… the occasion. 

A ………………………….service was held at Westminster Abbey on Sunday, June 2, 2013, to mark the 60th ………………………………..of the Queen’s Coronation. Westminster Abbey will also be hosting a series of special events to celebrate the anniversary over the summer. 
If you want ,watch the video extracts from the coronation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89KLFQ7Py2w 
Discuss

1) How different do you think British society is now, compared to the 1950’s

2) Do you think the British Monarchy are as popular as they were sixty years ago?

3) Do you think that having a Monarchy is a good thing?

4) Who do you think should pay for the cost of hosting events like the Coronation?

5) What special occasion do people celebrate in the Czech Republic? 
