
Schindlers List. 

Reading comprehension and listening task. 
First read the paragraphs about Schindler and then follow the link to the 
speech. Read the script along with the speech and fill in the blanks.  

Schindler's List is a movie made in 1993. It´s an 
American historical period drama film directed and 
co-produced by Steven Spielberg and written 
by Steven Zaillian. It´s based on the 
novel Schindler's 
Ark by Australian novelist Thomas Keneally. The 
film relates to a period in the life of Oskar 
Schindler, a Sudeten German businessman. He 
saved the lives of more than a thousand, 
mostly Polish-Jewish refugees from the 
Holocaust by employing them in his factories 
during World War II.  

Ideas for a film about 
the Schindlerjuden (Schindler Jews) were 
proposed as early as 1963. Poldek Pfefferberg, 
one of the Schindlerjuden, made it his life's mission 
to tell the story of Schindler. Steven Spielberg 
became interested in the story when 
executive Sidney Sheinberg sent him a book 

review of Schindler's Ark. Universal Pictures bought the rights to the novel, but 
Spielberg, unsure if he was ready to make a film about the Holocaust, tried to pass the 
project to several other directors before finally deciding to direct the film himself. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20hURdMSwiM 

The unconditional 1.____________ of Germany has just been announced. At midnight 
tonight, the war is over. Tomorrow, you'll begin the 2.____________ of looking for 
survivors of your families. In most cases, you won't find them. After six long years of 
murder, 3.__________ are being mourned throughout the world. We've 4.__________. 
Many of you have come up to me and thanked me. Thank yourselves. Thank your 
fearless Stern, and others among you who worried about you and faced death at every 
moment. I'm a member of the Nazi party. I'm a munitions manufacturer. I'm a profiteer 
of slave labor. I am a 5.__________. At midnight, you'll be free and I'll be 
6.______________. I shall remain with you until five minutes after midnight. After which 
time, and I hope you'll 7._________ me, I have to flee. 

I know you have received 8.______________ from our Commandant, which he has 
received from his superiors, to 9._______________ of the population of this camp. 
Now would be the time to do it. Here they are, they're all here. This is your opportunity. 
Or, you could leave, and return to your families as men instead of 
10._________________. In memory of the 11.______________ victims among your 
people, I ask us to 12._______________ three minutes of silence. 
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