SUPERSTITIONS

Are you superstitious? Why or why not?

What is the difference between superstition and science? 

Why do superstitions exist? Why are some people superstitious?

Do you think there is truth behind superstitions? 

Do you usually have good luck or bad luck?

These are some common Western superstitions. Many of them originated during a time when there were no scientific explanations for events that happened. People used to believe in witches, magic, dragons, and fairies. There are still people who continue to believe in superstitions and live their lives according to these beliefs. 

Try to match the superstition and its meaning: 
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Make conditional sentences: 

e.g. If you see a cat washing behind its ears, it will rain. 
Do you know any superstitions connected to the following things? What are they? 
a cloverleaf

a mirror

a cat

an umbrella

wood

Do you know anyone who is very superstitious? 

Are there any professions that are more superstitious than others? 

What numbers are lucky in your country? Why?

What numbers are unlucky in your country? Why?

In some western countries a rabbit’s foot or a horseshoe is considered to be a lucky charm. What things are considered to be lucky charms in your country?

Do you carry a lucky charm? What do you do if you want to have good luck?

Do you think that ghosts exist? 

Is there an area where you live (park, house, etc.) that is known to be haunted? 

Would you spend the night in a place where people say that there are ghosts? 

Have you ever gone to a psychic? If so, what were you told? Did you believe it?

Why do some people consult psychics before doing important things? 

Why do some people need fortune-tellers? 

Do you think that some people can predict the future? 

Do you believe in horoscopes? 

Has anything ever happened to you that you cannot explain? 

Do you believe that there are many things in our universe that cannot be explained? Give examples. 
Superstition forces airline logo change 
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‘I saw a cat washing behind it ears!

‘I saw a white butterfly!

I had a dream about biue clothes!

‘I put my shoes on the table to clean them!
My feet itched!

‘My hand itched:

“I threw a coin in a fountain!

‘I dropped a box of matches!

A bee flew into my house!

I washed my hait!

“That means you'll get married soon!

“That means that someone you know will have a baby boy!
“That means you'l travel soon’

“That means itl rin

“That means you'llfail your exam today

“You'll have good luck for a year!

“That means you'll have bad uck for the rest of the week”
“That means you'll soon have avisitor!

“That means you'll return in the future!

“That means you'l find some money:



Superstition has forced a European airline to change its logo. New Belgian carrier Brussels Airlines had to change its 13-red-dot logo on the tail of all its planes because of a flood of complaints from passengers about the combination of thirteen red balls representing bad luck. This number is unlucky in Western culture and many would-be passengers thought it just wouldn’t do on an airplane. Airline officials were taken aback by the volume of disapproving mail they received. Particularly upset was the original logo’s designer Ronane Holt. She said the thirteen dots “looked just right” and had extra significance because the number of dots matched the destinations it flew to in Africa. The design, in the shape of a “b”, also resembled the pattern of lights on an airport runway as planes taxied before take-off.

All of the airline’s planes now have to go back to their hangars for a paint job. A fourteenth red dot will be added to the top of the “b”. However, this may not go down well in China, where the number fourteen is unlucky. One-four in Mandarin sounds like the phrase "to want to die". Passengers at Brussels airport were in two minds as to whether or not they thought the fourteen-dot logo would bring better luck. Frequent business flyer Rene Charles said: “In this day and age, superstitions are a little silly. There is no logic behind them.” However, she did admit that she shared the concerns of other passengers and was happier that the newer logo has an extra dot. Brussels Airlines is the result of a merger between SN Brussels Airlines and Virgin Express. It begins flying, with the fourteen dots, on March 25. (Published on Feb 22, 2007)
Why did they have to change the logo? 

How did the designer of the original logo feel about it? 

Why did the designer design the logo this way? 

How will the situation be solved? 

Is fourteen a lucky number in China? 

What did passengers think about the changes? 

Match the following synonyms from the article:

	a.
	flood
	meaning

	b.
	would-be
	be liked

	c.
	taken aback
	union

	d.
	significance
	potential

	e.
	resembled
	confess

	f.
	go down well
	deluge

	g.
	in two minds
	looked like

	h.
	logic
	undecided

	i.
	admit
	shocked

	j.
	merger
	reason


Look at the words below. With your partner, try to recall exactly how these were used in the text:

	· forced 

· flood 

· combination 

· volume 

· extra 

· take off 
	· paint 

· phrase 

· frequent 

· age 

· result 

· March 25 


