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Present Continuous / Present Perfect Continuous

Mr. Smith: So tell me a little bit about yourself, Mr. Harris. I would like to find out a little bit more
about your background.

Mr. Harris: T (work) .. in the insurance industry for over ten years. I worked for Met Life
for six years and World Insurance for four and a half. During that time. T heard many good things
about Hollings Life Insurance and that's why I (apply) for the new sales position.

Mr. Smith: Tell me a little about your hobbies and interests.

Mr. Harris: In my spare time, I hike in the mountains outside of town. volunteer at the Sierra Club and
play tennis. In fact. I (compete) . . in a tennis tournament this weekend.

Mr. Smith: Really. how long (you. play) . tennis ?

Mr. Harris: T (play) . since high school. T love the sport.

Mr. Smith: Great! We like dedication here at Hollings Life. You mentioned you volunteer at the Si-
erra Club. I (work. currently) . with them on the sea turtle project. We (try)

. to create a wildlife sanctuary near the bay.

Mr. Harris: Do you know Frank Harris? He's my brother. He (work. presently) .
on the same project.

Mr. Smith: T know Frank quite well. Any brother of Frank's would be a welcome addition to Hollings
Life. Just one more thing. we (look) for somebody who is fluent in Spanish: many of our clients
are from Mexico.

Mr. Harris: No problem. I (study) . Spanish since elementary school.

Mr. Smith: Sounds like vou are the perfect candidate.
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Simple Past / Past Perfect
I can't believe I (get) .. ...that apartment. I (submit) my application last week. but I
didn't think T had a chance of actually getting it. When I (show) _up to take a look around.
there were at least twenty other people who (arrive) ..... . before me. Most of them (fill. al-

ready) ... . out their applications and were already leaving. The landlord said I could still ap-
ply. so 1 did. I (try) to fill out the form. but I couldn't answer half of the questions. They
(want) me to include references, but I didn't want to list my previous landlord because I

(have) . some problems with him and T knew he wouldn't recommend me. I (end) ...
listing my father as a reference. It was total luck that he (decide) to give me the apartment.
It turns out that the landlord and my father (go) .. to high school together. He decided that I
could have the apartment before he (look] .at my credit report. I really lucked out!

~up
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Present Perfect / Past Perfect

Present Perfect Continuous / Past Perfect Continuous

1. Ttis already 9:30 pm and I (wait) . here for over an hour. If John does not get here in the
next five minutes, I am going to leave.
2. Twas really angry at John yesterday. By the time he finally arrived. T (wait) ...
an hour. T almost left without him.
3. Did you hear that Ben was fired last month? He (work) .
‘more than ten years and he (work) ..
pany like he did.
4.1(see) .. many pictures of the pyramids before I went to Egypt. Pictures of the monu-
‘ments are verymisleading. The pyramids are actually quite small.
5. Sarah (climb) .. the Matterhorn, (sail) around the world, and (go) ..
safari in Kenya. She is such an adventurous person.
6. Sarah (climb) .. the Matterhom. (sail)
safari in Kenya by the time she turned twenty-fiv
than most people do in their entire lives.
7. When Melanie came into the office yesterday, her eyes were red and watery. I think she (cry)

. for over

. for that import company for
.in almost every department. Nobody knew the com-

around the world and (go) .
. She (experience) ... .. more by that age
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Will / Be Going to
1. Michael: Do you think the Republicans or the Democrats (win)
Jane: I think the Republicans (win) the next election.
John: No way! The Democrats (win)
2. Susan: We (o) . camping this weekend. Would you like to come along?
Sam: That sounds great, but I don't have a sleeping bag.
Susan: No problem. I (lend) . .. you one. My family has tons of camping gear.
3. Barbara: I (buy) ... anew car this weekend. but I'm a little worried because I don't
really know much about cars. I'm afraid the salesman (try) . o take advantage of me
when he sees how little T know.
Dave: I used to work for a mechanic in high school and T know a lot about cars. I (go) ..
you to make sure you are not cheated.
4. Gina: Fred and I (visit) . . Santa Fe next summer. Have you ever been there?
Margaret: My family lives in Santa Fe! I (give) you my parents' phone number. When
you get to Santa Fe, just call them and they (give) .. you a little tour of the town. They can
show you some of the sights that most tourists never see.
5. Pam: Can you see my future in the crystal ball? What (happen) ... . next year?
Fortune Teller: You (meet) .. aman from the East Coast, perhaps New York or maybe
Boston. You (marry) that mystery man.
Pam: Forget the man! I want to know if I (get)

- with

anew job.
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Cumulative Verb Tense Review
1. When Carol (call) last night. T (watch) .. my favorite show on television.
2.I(work) . for this company for more than thirty years. and I intend to stay here until I retire!
3. Sharon (love) 1o travel. She (g0) ......... abroad almost every summer. Next year. she
plans to go to Peru.

4. Thomas is an author. He (write) ..
he was twenty-eight. Altogether, he (w
5. We were late because we had some car problems. By the time we (get)
Susan (wait) for us for more than two hours.

6. Sam (try) . to change a light bulb when he (slip) ..
7. Everyday I (wake) up at 6 o'clock. (eat) .
. for work at 8 o'clock. However. this morning I (get . up at 6:30, (skip) ..
fast and (leave) .. for work late because I (forget) . to set my alarm.

8. Right now. Jim (read) .. the newspaper and Kathy (make) ... ..dinner. Last night at
this time. they (do) ...........the same thing. She (cook) ... and he (read) . the newspaper.
Tomorrow at this time. they (do. also) . the same thing. She (prepare) dinner and he
(read) .. They are very predictable people!

9. By this time next summer. you (comple(e)
the other hand, (accomplish. not)
10. The students (be. usually) ..
Mr. Tanzer.

11. Jane talks on the phone.
Bob has been talking on the phone for an hour.
Mary is talking on the phone.

‘Who is not necessarily on the phone now?

mystery novels and travel memoirs. He (write) . since
.. seven novels, three collections of short stories.

o the train station,

.. and (£l) ..
breakfast at 7 o'clock and (lea\e)

. break-

your studies and (find) ajob. Lon
and you (work) .....in some new job.
aught by Mrs. Monty. However, this week they (be) ..... taught by





image1.png
Verb Tenses Tutorial Exercise 1

Simple Present / Present Continuous

1. Every Monday, Sally (drive) .. ... her kids to football practice.

2. Usually, I (work) .. ... as a secretary at ABT. but this summer I (study)

.... French at a language school in Paris. That is why I am in Paris.

3. Shhhhh! Be quiet! John (sleep) ......... 4. Don't forget to take your umbrella. It (rain)

6. I'm sorry I can't hear what
you (say) .. ... because everybody (talk) .. ... so loudly.

7. Justin (write, currently) .... . a book about his adventures in Tibet. I hope he can
find a good publisher when he is finished.

8. Do you want to come over for dinner tonight. Oh. I'm sorry. I can't. I (o) ...
movie tonight with some friends.

9. The business cards (be. normally ). printed by a company in New York.
Their prices (be).... ... inexpensive, yet the quality of their work is quite good.
10. This delicious chocolate (be) ... .. made by a small chocolatier in Zurich,
Switzerland.

.toa
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Simple Past / Past Continuous

Last night. while I was doing my homework, Angela (call) .. She said she (call)......... me on her
cell phone from her biology classroom at UCLA. T asked her if she (wait) . for class. but she
said that the professor was at the front of the hall lecturing while she (talk) ....... to me. I couldn't be-
lieve she (make) ....... a phone call during the lecture. T asked what was going on.

She said her biology professor was so boring that several of the students (sleep. actually) ..
class. Some of the students (talk) . about their plans for the weekend and the student next to
her (draw) a picture of a horse. When Angela (tell) . ‘me she was not satisfied
with the class, T (mention) ... .. that my biology professor was quite good and (sugest).
that she switch to my class. While we were talking. I (hear).. her professor yell, "Miss, are

. up the phone and went to
vegetables for a salad. the phone rang once again. It (be)
in class.

you making a phone call?" Suddenly. the line went dead. I (hang)

the kitchen to make dinner. As I (cut) ..
Angela, but this time she (not sit ).
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Simple Past / Present Perfect
1. Since computers were first introduced to the public in the early 1980's, technology (change)

. a great deal. The first computers (be) simple machines de-
igned for basic tasks. They (have. not) .. ‘much memory and they (be. not)

. very powerful. Early computers were often quite expensive and customers often
(pay) thousands of dollars for machines which actually (do)
very little. Most computers (be) separate. individual machines used mostly as
expensive typewriters or for playing games.

2. Times (change) ... Computers (become) . . powerful ma-
chines with very practical applications. Programmers (create) .. a large selection of
useful programs which do everything from teaching foreign languages to bookkeeping. We are still
playing video games. but today's games (become) . faster. more exciting interac-
tive adventures. Many computer users (get. also) . on the Internet and (begin)

. communicating with other computer users around the world. We (start)

. to create international communities online. In short, the simple. individual ma-
chines of the past (evolve) into an international World Wide Web of knowledge.





