The camera never lies

Do you like taking photographs?

Do you prefer digital photography or film photography?

Why do people take photos? 
“A picture is worth a thousand words.” More than the mechanical recording of events, photography has the power to convey a mood or share our insights with others. It has the power to capture not only our perfect moments of love and happiness, but also searing images of cruelty and poverty. It has the power to preserve in a rectangular frame the beauty of a thousand sunsets, the joys of parents seeing their child just learning how to walk on its own, and the sublime happiness of students graduating after years of hard work and sacrifice.
Listening: 

Photography ___________________ best-loved hobbies. Recently, ___________________ everyone in the world has become a photographer. It’s ___________________ good photographs. When I was a teenager, photography was one of my biggest hobbies. ___________________ all kinds of things. I also had a lot of photographic equipment. I couldn’t ___________________ photos developed. Now there are digital cameras and phone cameras. Anyone ___________________ photographs. What’s more, we can use all kinds of software to change our photos ___________________ online. I think photography will get easier and more interesting in the future. I still think great photographers ___________________ artists.

1. What’s the best photo you’ve ever taken?

2. What’s the best photo you’ve ever seen?

3. Do you think photography is an Art?

4. What kind of photography do you like looking at?

5. Do you ever go to photography exhibitions?

6. What do you think of black and white photography?

7. Has the Internet changed the way you use photographs?

8. Would you like a career in photography?

9. Do you know a lot about photography?

10. Would you prefer to be a wildlife photographer or a fashion photographer?

11. What do you think of paparazzi photographers?

12. What’s the secret to taking a good photograph?

13. Have you ever been to a photography studio?

14. Which do you like taking pictures on, your mobile phone or a digital camera?

15. Have you ever wished you had not been in a particular picture? 

16. When can taking pictures be an invasion of your privacy? 

17. Do you always bring a camera wherever you go for vacation? 

18. Are you a camera-shy? Or you like taking photos of yourself?

19. Is it really important to have pictures?

20. Do you have lots of pictures at your home? 
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The Camera Never Lies!

Rob 

Hello. It's good to be back on the staff blog again. This week I thought I'd talk about my passion for photography. Both taking and looking at photographs is a great pastime and I've been inspired by a recent landscape photography exhibition I went to see.
I take my camera with me everywhere and particularly enjoy taking a picture of a view or a landscape. Other people prefer to photograph people or take portraits but I think sometimes people get in way of the view but there are exceptions as you can see below. 

Are you familiar with the saying 'a picture tells a thousand words'? Well, it's true! A photo captures a moment in time and when you look at it, it brings back the memories, feelings and emotions of that moment. It's also an accurate record of that moment which is why some people say 'the camera never lies'. 

Photos of the birth of my children are obviously priceless but so too are some special places where I have snapped an amazing view.
Taking a snap is an informal way of saying 'take a photo'. A snap, really implies it is a casual and brief picture possibly taken on a 'point and press' camera. A serious photographer would be using a more sophisticated camera with changeable lenses and where you can alter the aperture and shutter speed. I would like to think I'm like this but inevitably I put my camera into automatic mode! 

The great thing about photography is it is global. All around the world someone is taking a photo and it doesn't matter what language you speak because a photo can be understood by anyone. Would you agree?

What's made photography more accessible to everyone is the development of digital technology. It's now easy to capture, store, copy and share pictures, particularly through social networking sites like Facebook and Flickr. Do you take photos on a camera or do you use your phone?

I have to admit, with old fashioned photography I had a limited number of exposures on my film so would be more selective on what I would photograph. In a digital world I can now just keep snapping and choose my favourite shot later. I still like to print out my photos and keep them in an album so I can carry them around and bore my friends with them! I hope you like the ones I have shared with you here. 

So do you have a treasured photo? What is it of and why is it so special?

Explanation of some of the useful phrases from this blog:
A picture tells a thousand words - one photo can tell a story.
Taking a snap - taking a quick and casual photograph with your camera.
Point and press camera - a simple, sometimes cheap, unsophisticated camera.
The camera never lies - the camera takes an accurate image of what you see.

TEST 

1. To save ......... power, your camera will enter standby mode if no operations are performed for a preset length of time. 

(a) battery (b) tripod (c) memory (d) lens

2. Pictures stored on the ......... can be printed in the same way as photos taken with a film camera.

(a) memory (b) zoom (c) flash (d) memory card

3. When the ......... is on, pictures are taken ten seconds after the shutter-release button is pressed.

(a) tripod (b) view finder (c) power switch (d) self-timer

4. One key to cleaning the ......... of your camera is not to touch it with your fingers. 

(a) zoom (b) eyelet (c) lens (d) tripod

5. Pictures can be ......... by inserting a memory card containing images into a printer or having prints made at a digital photo lab.

(a) taken (b) shot (c) printed (d) exposed

6. The ......... on your camera may not be able to light the entire subject at distances of less than 40 centimeters.

(a) lens (b) flash (c) zoom (d) microphone

7. Pictures taken with a digital camera are stored as ......... files.

(a) image (b) memory  (c) compression  (d) analogue

8. To reduce the amount of memory each image occupies, pictures are ......... as they are saved to the memory card.

(a) enlarged (b) compressed (c) spread out (d) deleted

9. Pictures are stored in ......... created automatically by the camera.

(a) memory (b) displays (c) folders (d) focus

10. If your camera fails to ......... as expected, you should check the troubleshooting section of your instruction manual.

(a) photograph (b) snapshot (c) function (d) display

Lewis Hine is most famous for his photographs of the construction workers who helped build the Empire State Building in 1930. But in the years before he celebrated the heroic labour of these men working high above Manhattan, Hine used his photographs to campaign for social reform. In 1908 the then-sociology professor was hired by the National Child Labor Committee to document how children as young as seven were working in cotton mills and coal mines. Over a decade he took thousands of photographs that helped convince US lawmakers to introduce new industrial regulations to protect children. 

Alison Nordstrom, senior curator of photographs of the George Eastman House in Rochester, New York, talked to the BBC about the new book of this historic photographer's work, entitled simply Lewis Hine. 

VIDEO 

LEWIS HINE:  The Child Labour Photos that shamed America
