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Learning vocabulary is more important than learning to speak, read, write or listen. Do you agree? 
Do you like playing SCRABBLE? 

What do these words have in common? 

google, app, metrosexual, staycation, credit crunch, carbon footprint, podcast, soccer mom, LOL, ground zero, bird flu

The Oxford English Dictionary has chosen the neologism (new word) "omnishambles" as its Word Of The Year for 2012. The OED's blog defines this recent addition to the English vocabulary as "a situation that has been comprehensively mismanaged, characterized by a string of blunders and miscalculations". It is a noun and is used informally. The word is a combination of the prefix "omni," which means "in all ways" or "of all things," and "shambles," which means "a state of total disorder from every possible angle". The word was first coined in 2009 in a BBC political comedy but rose to prominence earlier this year after it was used to attack the British government by at least eight politicians in the British Parliament.

Other words in Oxford's top ten include "Eurogeddon" - the threatened financial collapse in Europe - and "second screening" – to watch television and a device such as an iPad simultaneously. The texting acronym "YOLO" –you only live once - also made it onto the list.

Oxford said there was no guarantee omnishambles would be added to its dictionary. It said the word first had to "stand the test of time". Oxford selects its Word Of The Year "to reflect the ethos of the year and its lasting potential as a word of cultural significance". Past winners include "podcast," "carbon footprint" and "credit crunch". This year's American winner is "gif" – the format extension of many images on the Internet.

a) How happy are you with your knowledge of English vocabulary?

b) Do you know more words than average in your own language?

c) Do you think English has enough words without adding more?

d) What recent neologisms are there in your language?

e) What recent world events might be an "omnishambles"?

f) Could anything you've ever done be described as an "omnishambles"?

g) Do you think "omnishambles" will survive?

h) What's the best way to learn vocabulary?
i) What do you think of the other neologisms mentioned in the article?

j) Have you ever made a new word?

k) What do you think of so many English words being part of your language?

l) What are your favourite / least favourite English words?

m) Are there words in English you still keep forgetting?

n) How interested are you in learning neologisms?

Role Play

Traditionalist - You really don't like new words.Think of three reasons why. English already has the

exact word you need for any situation. If we keep making new words, we won't understand each other.

People make new words because they don't understand their language properly. They lack intelligence.

Word lover - You totally love new words. Think of three reasons why. You love the way English

vocabulary has developed. The language needs new words to define new situations in life. You think

people who create new words are super-cool. You think people who dislike new words live in the past.

"Omnishambles" creator - You are a very educated and intelligent writer. You have a huge vocabulary. You think English needs more words. Think of three reasons why. There was no other word to describe the situation you wanted to explain. You love Shakespeare because he invented thousands of new words.

English learner - You think "enough already!!!" You are good at English but don't want more words to learn. Think of 3 reasons why. You think "omnishambles" is a stupid word that even English

speakers don't know. You think "total shambles" is better because everyone can understand this.

MILLIONTH ENGLISH WORD

The idea of the millionth word entering the English language is a brilliant bit of public relations for Texas-based Global Language Monitor. GLM runs a powerful search service which monitors web traffic. They make their money telling organisations how often their name is mentioned in new media, such as the internet.

What they can also do is search for newly coined words. Once a word has been used 25,000 times on social networking sites and such like, GLM declares it to be a new word. By their calculations a new word is created in English every 98 minutes, hence the estimate that the millionth word is about to be created.

If you talk to lexicographers, however, dictionary professionals, they tell a slightly different story. Dictionaries have tighter criteria about what constitutes a new word, for example, it has to be used over a certain period of time. Lexicographers will tell you that the exact size of English vocabulary is impossible to quantify, but if you accept every technical term or obscure specialist word then we're already way beyond a million. And if you restrict inclusion of specialist slang, then there are possibly three quarters of a million words in English. All of which is way beyond the 20 - 40,000 words that a fluent speaker would use, or the few thousand you could get by with in English. Basically, with 1.5 billion people speaking some version of the language, it's small wonder English is the fastest growing tongue in the world. 

SWALLOWING THE DICTIONARY

In the past, people who have used too many complicated words to get their messages across have been accused of swallowing the dictionary. Now, thanks to the pioneering work of scientists at the Linguistic Institute of Artificial Replication, it's become possible to eat - and then regurgitate - the whole of the English language.
The drug, called Verbumisol, triggers a chemical reaction in the brain which creates a stockpile of words. Electrical impulses are then fired directly at the larynx. The mucous membranes stretch causing the air modulation to realign according to the patterns of English pronunciation. Within an hour, a person with no knowledge of English, can produce the vocabulary of a native speaker.
Professor Leugenaar, who is in charge of the trial, demonstrates with a volunteer from Indonesia:
"Stephani here took this pill just 59 minutes ago, so she should be able to simply think in her own language yet produce perfect English when the clock hits 60 minutes. Please start Stephani."
L. I. A. R. claim this invention has the potential to change human history, end all wars, and put a stop to boring grammar lessons. However, critics of the drug say that it has some serious side effects, such as verbal diarrhoea, a tendency to talk endlessly about the weather and a habit of apologising for no reason.

NEW WORDS

What does the word "Meh" mean to you? Or how about "Jargonaut" and "Frenemy"? Those are just three of the words chosen by people in Britain for inclusion in the next edition of the Collins English Dictionary. But not everyone's heard of these words, as Rob Norris reports: 

The way we speak and write changes all the time. Expressions which once sounded "supercool" or "hip" can end up sounding a bit "naff" - or even "pants". Compiling dictionaries to keep up with the ebb and flow of the English language is a full-time job. Hundreds of people in Britain came forward with suggestions for the new dictionary. 

The most popular was "Meh" - spelt M-E-H - an expression to show that you're unimpressed - that something's mediocre or boring. "Meh" is thought to have originated in the United States and it's becoming increasingly common in speech, emails and text messages worldwide. Other popular suggestions included "Jargonaut" - a person who uses lots of jargon, and "Frenemy" - an enemy who falsely portrays themself as a friend. So do people in central London recognise these new words? Let's try "Jargonaut" first: 

VOX POPS:
- I would have said it was something to do with a juggernaut, but that's just me!
- Jargonaut... I don't believe I've come across that before - I can hazard a guess - someone who is proficient in the use of jargon - business-speak, that kind of thing - you know "out of the box" and all that sort of nonsense!
- Frenemy... well I have heard it before, and I think it's to do with a mixture between friend and enemy, and it's someone that you have to be nice to, even though you don't want to be.
- Meh? Meh...I must admit I'm drawing a blank on that one.
- I would say it's a shortened version of "nightmare", as in "I'm having a mare"…"I'm having a nightmare". 

So "Meh!" could take a while to catch on - and some people may hope that it never does.

